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The tale “Hadith Najm al-Diya’ ibn Mudabbir al-Malik™ is embedded within **One
Hundred Nights and a Night''—a work attributed to an anonymous Algerian compiler, whose
authorship remains unresolved despite scholarly efforts to authenticate it. Classified as a
peripheral literary text, this status motivated the selection of one of its tales for analysis via the
tools of narrative semiotics, particularly those advanced by A.J. Greimas and the Paris School of
Semiotics. This methodological choice is rooted in the approach’s historical engagement with
folk narratives during its formative stages. The study probes the semiotics of narration in the
selected tale by tracing its narrative pathways, actantial relationships, and struggles over the
"object of value' (I’objet de valeur). Through a stratified excavation of meaning, the analysis
progresses from surface-level structures to the revelation of deeper significations.

Keywords: Tale, One Hundred Nights and a Night, Hadith Najm al-Diya’, Narrative Semiotics,
Surface Structure.
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