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For decades, Orientalists dedicated themselves to studying and investigating Arab-
Islamic heritage, while Arabs largely remained disengaged and indifferent. Consequently,
Orientalists took the lead in reviving Arabic heritage, transmitting it to the world, and making it
accessible to humanity. However, their engagement with Arabic heritage was driven by diverse
motives, varying according to their intellectual backgrounds and affiliations.

Orientalism successfully shaped the perception of Arabic heritage through extensive, high-
quality scholarly contributions. As a result, even Arabs began viewing their own heritage
through the lens of Orientalist interpretations. Based on this premise, this research paper
explores several key questions, including:

e What is Orientalism?

e Who were the key groups involved in its practice?

e What impact has Orientalism had on Arab civilization, particularly on Arabic

literature?
e How has Orientalism shaped Arabs' perception of their own literature?

Keywords: Orientalism, Influence, Heritage, Literature, Arabic.
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