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EFL teachers are looking for innovative strategies to enhance learner’s oral outputs through the new 
educational applications' use. Students' digital tools can elaborate intensively their skills and facilitate their 
learning process. One main questionable statement is related to the possibility of intrinsically motivating 
learners and activate their communicative skills through the positive use of Tedx talks. These videos are 
considered to be a rich source of inspirational and motivational learning. The present research  followed 
an experimental study to collect data, as the researcher tested the effectiveness of Tedx talks which may 
refine the learners’ oral communicative skills of L3 students by observing their attitudes and listening to 
them intensively during the whole year and discussing some aspects  in every oral class. This work resulted 
in the positive responsiveness of those L3 students towards Tedx videos as it enhanced their fluency and 
accuracy in speaking. 

Keywords: EFL; Tedx; L3; applications; speaking 

 

يعدددددددددد  لليددددددددددة نددددددددددما الجيددددددددددا لليددددددددددة رولميددددددددددين   لم ددددددددددم  ع مددددددددددة ا  ددددددددددا ر   ددددددددددي  نددددددددددما ا طا ددددددددددب  ي  ددددددددددة ا ع  ددددددددددة 

وا تطييقددددددددددان  لمهتلدددددددددددذ  ا اغادددددددددداو و دددددددددددما يثةددددددددددا مة ا ل دددددددددددان ا ج  يددددددددددة   جدددددددددددب وجدددددددددد    ي يدددددددددددان     ددددددددددة  ت  دددددددددددين 

  ددددددددداغ جا  ودددددددددا ا  دددددددددا  واةددددددددد  ا ي يان  3Lو غي دددددددددة ندددددددددما ا ي ددددددددد  ا ت ر  ددددددددد  نددددددددد  Tedxالا قددددددددداا و ندددددددددما  اةدددددددددتعلما  

 لمكددددددددديالملمم ي دددددددددايا غلمليدددددددددة الا قددددددددداا وددددددددددا مقيدددددددددا  ا تعييددددددددد  ا  ددددددددد    و دددددددددما  طدددددددددد ر مدددددددددم م دددددددددت   ا ل دددددددددة الاا ليز ددددددددددة 

 ا كت ية وي اغ  وا اةته ام ا  صان ا تعليلميةو

   الا قاا ا     Tedx: ا ل ة الاج  ية  يللمان م تا ية

 

Abstract: 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

         Tedx videos under the concept of 'Ideas Worth Spreading' can be a motivational and an 

educational platform for our EFL learners to improve their communicative skills. The demand of EFL 

learners to acquire the English language keep growing further searching for different tools and 

applications for the sake of fostering their skills and enrich their vocabulary. The main aim of this 

study lies in the positive use of Ted Talks as an educational method to refine students oral skills. So 

to what extent we can consider Ted Talks as motivational tool to enhance students communicative 

skills. These type of videos may play a key role in shaping future teachers’ minds and fostering the 

global teaching-learning process in terms of motivation. The psychological aspect is essential in 

effecting students’ positive attitudes towards learning. This stimulates learners’ cognition, skills and 

challenges to open new doors as well as seizing more opportunities in the process of learning. 

Furthermore, those innovative talks can help students to be more creative and productive in terms of 

better learning and better attaining academic outcomes. This aspect also has a great effect in the 

enhancement of self confidence which is a key element towards realizing a better learning context. 

Through Tedx videos teachers are able to model students’ oral skills effectively, raise their awareness 

and stimulate their autonomous in learning. Students can become positively involved in the process 

of learning by effecting their psychological aspect which may determine their learning outcomes. 

Indeed, motivating students by providing them with Tedx talks can help teachers discover how they 

learn better. This may cause a radical change to shape creative learners if the instructors are motivated 

enough to work with passion and share it with their students to obtain the maximum positive impact 

on them.  

2. Tedx 

2.1 Definition of TEDX 

Ted is a number of lectures full of inspiration, under the main concept of 'Ideas Worth Spreading'. 

Learners can use this tool to improve their oral communicative skills. This kind of talks focus more 

on sharing original thoughts. Those Talks can be a great inspiring tool to teach speaking and enhance 

communicative skills for learners. Ted is abbreviation of technology, entertainment, and design. This 

kind of videos focus more on spreading life experiences as well as provoking listeners’ attention and 

interest. Mainly, it can be a very efficient strategy to develop learner’s oral skills especially when 

they come to face the public.   

        In 1984, Richard Saul Wurman had invented Ted as a way to creative and fun learning and in an 

attempt to enrich the field of education by new atmosphere. The scope of Ted has been expanded 

through time to include different domains such as: music, philosophy, business and different other 

fields. In 2007, Ted Talks gained its massive fame by launching its website for the first time.  

       Ted is considered as a video that contains a good presentation with excellent topics or opinions 

from native speakers that can improve students’ language learning.  According to Brook 2000, videos 

are an important way to teach and learn language since they raise participants’ awareness, offer 

realistic resources, and encourage learners to participate more actively in the courses. Videos serve 

as genuine resources in which learners may examine how language is used in real-life situations and 

learn from their mistakes. It is indeed a massive benefit to use video resources. 

      Ted Talks may help learners become more aware and critical thinkers, but they can also help 

instructors present knowledge and communicate with their learners more quickly. Many elements 

contribute to TED Talks’ educational benefits, including the accessibility with which they can be 

accessed in many languages, the quality of the information, and the precision it is presented.  
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2.2 Different Ted Talks   

 

 

 

 
 

 
Figure1. Different Ted Talks 
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The Main Thought : it revolves around one main thought and it is also called the big idea.  One 

example of that is the presentation done by Chimamanda Ngozi entitled: The danger of a single story. 

The Invention : a public presentation dealing with original invention that the person in charge of 

speaking is a member who had discovered this new invention, it can be referred to as the techo demo. 

One example of this is Markus Fischer talk about: a robot that flies like a bird. 

The Science Wonder:  This kind of presentations appreciate science discoveries also, and it is called 

the dazzle with wonder These talks are mainly about the amazement of science and discovery. One 

good example of that is Yoav Medan : Ultrasound surgery.  

The Tiny Thought : This can be small ideas linked together to cover one main issue, a good example 

of that is what Charlie Todd had talked about in her presentation: The shared experience of absurdity. 

The Matter:  This kind bring to the public a new matter that it can their first time they hear about it, 

such as what Lawrence Lessig had discussed: What's Next for American Democracy. 

3.  Speaking 

                  Ur 1996, said that speaking is considered the productive skill. This skill is related to a 

system of oral utterance serve to communicate language. Gower had provided a further explanation , 

as he focused much more on speaking in classrooms and how learners much seize each chance to 

communicate in this context in an attempt to shape fluent speakers who are self confident of their 

skills. The teacher’s role should cover strategies to decrease the fear of facing the public giving his 

students much motivation to speak in front of their classmates.  

 

      Speech is generally used when talking directly to someone, it is limited, spontaneous and 

changeable. Generally, spoken language is followed with body language supported by non-verbal 

communication i.e., physical language and it is teacher’s task to stimulate their learners’ capacities 

and try to develop their oral skills. As Nunan 1989, stated that to be good at speaking one must follow 

a specific plan, this is through practicing all phonological aspects of the language along with working 

on the body language and interpersonal abilities. 

3.1  Components of Speaking 

      To speak is considered as a skill which includes various features that meet together in order 

to fulfill communicative purposes and promote this skill. Accuracy, fluency and pronunciation and 

vocabulary are the basic aspects of speaking that enable people to foster their communicative abilities 

and skills and use the language effectively. 

3.1.1 Accuracy 

      Gower, et al. 1995 defined accuracy in a very simple and meaningful words, stating that 

accuracy mainly is defined as the right and exact word choice, regarding all the grammatical rules 

and the way words are well pronounced. Accuracy plays a very fundamental role in speaking activity 

therefore teachers should draw their students' attention and awareness for the correct use of language ; 

especially in elementary levels. Yet, teachers should not be too focused on accuracy because if 

students become very cautious about producing correct language from the beginning, then they might 

never become confident in their speaking.  

3.1.2 Fluency 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://www.ted.com/talks/a_robot_that_flies_like_a_bird
https://www.ted.com/talks/yoav_medan_ultrasound_surgery_healing_without_cuts
https://www.ted.com/talks/yoav_medan_ultrasound_surgery_healing_without_cuts
https://www.ted.com/talks/charlie_todd_the_shared_experience_of_absurdity
https://www.ted.com/talks/larry_lessig_says_the_law_is_strangling_creativity
https://www.ted.com/talks/larry_lessig_says_the_law_is_strangling_creativity
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       Gower et al. 1995,  brought that when someone is speaking spontaneously and he succeeded to 

keep talking without interruptions so this is what we can regarded to as fluent person. Without 

forgetting that the principle aim of fluency is giving the chance to speak for the students, this can 

happen through reducing teacher speaking time and providing more opportunities for his learners to 

express themselves freely. Here Scrivener 2011, mentioned that teachers must take into consideration 

that interruption and cutting in the middle of their students’ talk can be a destructive method to correct 

them as they may become totally blocked due to that. Also this way may prevent other classmates to 

take part and talk as they do not support such strategy of interruption.  The more learners are at a 

young age the more teachers should focus on their accuracy and as they grow older they start to 

develop a fluent communicative language, giving them more chances to speak even with mistakes.  

3.1.3 Pronunciation and Vocabulary 

        McDonough and Shaw 2003, claimed that teaching pronunciation is often approached 

differently, and for different aims. There are cases when the whole lesson is devoted to teach 

pronunciation; while sometimes teachers hint to it simply as it occurs. McDonough and Shaw 2003 

pointed that ‘‘while some teachers prefer to drill correct pronunciation modes, others focus more on 

the way their students develop intelligibility within fluency’’ (p.136).  

At young ages teachers must take into consideration introducing a variety of word choice and 

vocabulary to their students as they succeed to speak using those words, this is as an attempt to avoid 

making mistakes when they speak and students find themselves able to choose the right words while 

they communicate.  

Speaking is sub divided into different kinds as Brown 2004, developed a set of speaking strategies 

starting by: 

1) Repeating words or imitating what others just said, this type is a good for memory development. 

2) Another aspect is more intensive when students regard grammar, meaning and word sounds. 

Examples of this type may include: taking turns, roles playing…  

3) Interactive communication like creating debates, conversational situations such as requesting or 

making some comments. Interactive responsive and interactive is almost the same.  

5) Monologue this is well manifested by public talks, narrating some short stories taking into account 

mastering word choice, how they are uttered and grammar rules and use. 

4. The Methodology 

          The present study tested whether the use of Tedx videos during oral classes can develop 

students’ oral skills and enhance their English language proficiency. This study started by introducing 

Tedx videos to a group of L3 EFL learners as a sample of this work. Then, explaining, analyzing, 

examining and interpreting student’s reactions and perceptions towards this application, research 

lasted one year with 30 students from L3 in oral expression session. This intensive real life 

experimental study helped to approve the research hypothesis about the role of activating a sense of 

communicative skills and boosting students' oral output through the positive use of Tedx videos in 

oral classes. In this frame, a thorough analysis is made by observing the enhancement of the students. 

4.1 The Population 

              The researcher collected data following the qualitative approach. This happened through the 

application of Tedx Talks as an educational tool to tailor students’ speaking skills. The researcher 

gathered both before-test and after-test to obtain the research results. The pre-test is used to obtain 

the initiative income of those students before the experience, and the post-test is used to obtain the 

final outcomes of the students after experience. This study allowed the researcher to observe carefully 

his learner’s progress while maintaining different tasks to them during a whole year of work, meeting 



Tedx Videos as an Educational Tool to Boost Learners Oral Communicative Skills…            Sarah KHETTIB               

 

Lougha -  Kalaam - Volume: 11 -   N 01. – Janvier 2025 

 234 

students 3 hours per week. Data was collected and analyzed mainly through observation and 

presentation of the sample. The data tool was observing and testing 30 L3 students oral skills at 

Relizane University.  

4.2 Findings and Discussion 

       EFL learners are aware of the fact that speaking is a very important skill to be developed and that 

it is a real challenge for them to study. Regarding obstacles those students faced with their oral skills, 

their hindrances vary as some of them failed to use grammatical rules, Most of students were not 

satisfied with their oral skills and showed a huge interest in learning through the use of Tedx, in fact, 

students welcomed this method in an attempt to refine their oral skills and enrich their minds. This 

experience helped in assessing students’ fluency as it was already hypothesised there was a big 

mismatch between the data of before the experience and after it, explaining that students’ oral skills 

are remarkably developed. Tedx videos helped also to enrich students vocabulary, paying attention 

to their grammatical mistakes as they become more accurate in the words they choose, also it boosted 

their creativity in learning as they started to listen to Tedx videos in great rate to discover new 

inspiring ideas, to self-regulate their own oral strategies and to improve the quality of the vocabulary 

that they have.  Figures3 illustrates the enhancement of both students’ speaking skills through Tedx 

use and figure 4 demonstrates motivation progress through Tedx use.  

 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Enhancement of Students’ Speaking skills through Tedx Use 

 

 
 

Figure 4: Students Motivation Progress after Using Tedx 
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Tedx videos did not help students only in enhancing their oral skills but also worked on the affective 

side as it developed their emotional intelligence and motivation which are two key elements in any 

successful learning process. Learners have become more aware of their own emotions, how to control 

them and how to use them as well as their intrinsic motivation developed. Learners also enjoyed 

listening and watching Tedx to learn new ideas and experiences.  

5. CONCLUSION  

         This Work’s main focus is providing solutions to enhance students' oral communicative skills 

and searching new creative inspiring strategies to enhance their speaking. Through the positive use 

of Tedx videos students are able to develop their speaking skills, enhance their motivation, critical 

thinking and boost their intercultural communicative competence. This leads them to construct a 

useful knowledge and build a sense of a lifelong learning. To develop students thinking has the 

potential to change a generation. Tedx talks help activate the learners' repertoire, develop their sense 

of autonomy and enrich their learning experience.  To use the new technologies has become a 

necessity and using it in the appropriate manner is decisive. The way we use things tells a lot about 

ourselves and even determines the outcomes. We do not need to teach students what to learn but 

rather how to learn in a very creative atmosphere that leads them to be better researchers, better 

learners and the most important thing better academic producers. 

       The study finds evidence that learning through Tedx videos can shape good speakers and 

thinkers. Students should be taught how to speak, as well as how to be aware of their communicative 

goals. What would make those strategy worth teaching  is definitely its contribution to regulate, 

stimulate and provoke students' minds, thus, they have become more strategic in conducting any 

learning task. The videos teach us a lot more than just how to listen. Aside from motivating students 

via real video content, these video tools offer the extra benefit of supporting students in gaining 

knowledge about cultural backgrounds and emotional perspectives from the learning materials. This 

enables students to become more independent. Watching Tedx can open new doors for EFL learners 

to talk English more fluently and accurately. At the end, loving what you learn is the best way to learn 

and if you find the right way to do it, it makes a huge difference. 

Bibliography : 

Brown, H. D. (2004). Language Assessment: Principles and Classroom Practices. New York: 

Longman. 

Liu,X., Fan,J., (2014). The research of speaking process in language attention system.  

Theory and Practice in Language Studies, Vol. 4, No. 4, doi:10.4304/tpls.4.4.694-699. Retrieved 

Retrieved April 3, 2018  from http://www.academypublication.com/issues/past/tpls/vol04/04/05.pdf 



Tedx Videos as an Educational Tool to Boost Learners Oral Communicative Skills…            Sarah KHETTIB               

 

Lougha -  Kalaam - Volume: 11 -   N 01. – Janvier 2025 

 236 

Nunan, D. (1989). Designing Tasks for the Communicative Classroom. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Scrivener, J. (2011) Learning Teaching. The Essential Guide to English Language Teaching. 

Macmillan Education, Oxford. 

Ur, P. (1996).  A Course in Language Teaching : Pracice and Theory. Cambridge University Press, 

Cambridge. 

[TEDx Talks]. (2011,Jun 7). TEDxOrangeCoast - Daniel Amen - Change Your Brain, Change Your 

Life [video file]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLKj1puoWCg 

[TEDx Talks]. (2012,Jun 22). Write What You Know: Matt Nix at TEDxSonomaCounty [video file]. 

Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QhRXmcgIl3A 

[TEDx Talks]. (2013,Mar 14). The first 20 hours -- how to learn anything | Josh Kaufman | TEDxCSU  

[video file]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MgBikgcWnY 

[TEDx Talks]. (2013,Oct 7). How can writing change the world? Adam Falkner at TEDxNJIT  [video 

file]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh_foqBkggs 

[TEDx Talks]. (2013,Dec 5). The psychology of self-motivation | Scott Geller | TEDxVirginiaTech 

[video file]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7sxpKhIbr0E 

[TEDx Talks]. (2014,Jun 4). Want to sound like a leader? Start by saying your name right | Laura 

Sicola | TEDxPenn  [video file]. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02EJ1IdC6tE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MgBikgcWnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02EJ1IdC6tE

