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Assessing the Impact of deepening Regional Integration and
Foreign Direct Investment inflows on Unemployment Rate in
UEMOA countries : An empirical study during the period
1995-2019
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Abstract :

After the exacerbation of the economic crises during the 1980s, the countries of the
West African Monetary Union endeavored to deepen the economic integration
between them, in order to achieve several objectives, the most important of which
is the increased employment opportunities and increased economic growth rates.
Thus, the West African Economic and Monetary Union was created. As a result,
this study aimed to assess the impact of deepening regional integration and inward
foreign direct investment on the reduction of unemployment rates in the countries
of the West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) using standard
methods based on carrying out the joint integration test and the wvector
autoregressive (VAR) model over the period 1995-2019. Using the following
variables: intra-trade and inward foreign direct investment as independent
variables, and unemployment rates as the dependent variable, this study achieved a
set of results, the most important of which is the inability to regional integration
and inbound foreign direct investment to reduce unemployment rates in UEMOA
countries in the long run.

Keywords: Intra-Trade, Foreign Direct Investment Inflows , Unemployment,

UEMOA.
Jel Classification Codes :F15, E24, F21.
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