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The Argumentative Dimension of Poetic Discourse in Mahmoud
Darwish: “A Lover from Palestine” as a Case Study
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Abstract:
Study of poetic discourse within pragmatic and argumentative approaches

has gained significant importance in contemporary linguistics, as it expands
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interpretive perspectives beyond traditional aesthetic reading toward the
exploration of the pragmatic and persuasive functions of poetry. From this
viewpoint, poetry is no longer seen as a closed aesthetic structure based on
imagination and deviation, but rather as a directed communicative discourse that
employs argumentative strategies aimed at influencing and persuading the
recipient.

Its importance lies in its capacity to reveal various speech acts through which the
poet constructs an indirect argumentative discourse, engaging the reader in
meaning-making and inference, thus transforming them from a passive receiver
into an active interpretive participant.

The poetry of Mahmoud Darwish is a clear example of this argumentative
dimension, as it employs rhetorical and argumentative devices within a structured
hierarchy of implicit meanings to persuade the reader of ideas related to belonging
and freedom.

Keywords: Poetic discourse. Argumentation. Speech act.
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