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Phonetic variations in the Algerian dialect: their manifestations and causes. The Northwest region as a

case study
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ABSTRACT :

The Arabic language system is characterized by specific levels and rules.
However, speakers may deviate from these rules for various reasons, both objective
and subjective. This deviation manifests itself at four levels: phonetic, morphological,
syntactic, and semantic. Over time, the continued occurrence of these deviations
leads to the emergence of "colloquial" or "dialect" as a type of second language.

These deviations vary within the same country from one region to another, making
289
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the dialect a distinguishing feature of speakers in each area, despite their belonging to
the same mother language. This study aims to examine this phenomenon in the
northwestern region of Algeria, focusing on phonetic deviations and explaining their
objective and subjective causes. Three main types of deviations have been identified:
substitution, deletion, and addition, along with the primary reasons leading to them,
such as the speaker's desire to ease pronunciation, phonetic similarity, and mutual

influence between languages.
Keywords: (Language, Dialect ; Deviation ; Northwest ; Phonetics ;
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