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Cultural Criticism in Algeria: From Aesthetic Awareness to Nescient Consciousness
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ABSTRACT :
Cultural criticism in Algeria represents one of the most significant intellectual transformations in contemporary Arab

critical discourse. Algerian critics have shifted their focus from the aesthetics of literary texts to questioning their
underlying cultural structures. The historical and political transformations experienced by Algeria have contributed to
shaping a new critical awareness that approaches literary discourse as a space of tension between center and margin, self
and other, identity and colonialism.

This experience is embodied in the works of Malek Bennabi, Hafnawi Baali, Wahid Ben Bouaziz, and Lounis Ben Alj,
who sought to adapt cultural criticism to the Algerian context by employing concepts such as hegemony, cultural patterns,
representation, and cultural resistance.

Thus, cultural criticism in Algeria has evolved into an epistemological project aiming to deconstruct dominant discourses
and highlight local civilizational values, making Algerian literature a fertile ground for exploring memory, identity,
power, and the symbolic spaces of resistance within thought and culture.
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