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Novel and Film: From the Density of Language to the Density of Image
Opium and the Stick by Mouloud Mammeri as a Model
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ABSTRACT :
Novels and films are considered among the most prominent means of creative expression that have

contributed to shaping the human conscience in the modern era. With the advancement of cinematic
technologies and the development of visual arts, the relationship between these two artistic genres
has become a matter of increasing interest, especially with the heavy reliance in the film industry on
novel texts as a creative reference for converting them into films. However, this relationship,
despite the closeness, is characterized by contrast and integration at the same time, as the difference
is evident in the media, narrative language, and intellectual and visual influence. Hence, the
necessity of talking about the different aspects between them, and how they can meet to present an
integrated artistic vision. Therefore, this study aims to explore the essential differences between
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novels and films, and how a novel can be transformed into a film while preserving the essence of
the work, taking into account the complexities and transformations that occur when passing the
novel through the lens of cinema, as the transformation goes beyond the mere idea of quotation, to
become a kind of reinterpretation and giving life to the written text, especially when the novel is
linked to a social and historical reality such as the Algerian revolution

Keywords: Novel, film, language, image, opium and the stick
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