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Abstract:

This article examines the principle of architectural
functionality as embodied in the major Hammadid defensive
structures on the Maadid Heights, using historical, archaeological
and architectural approaches. It focuses on the Al-Manar Tower as
a reference model for the fortifications of "Qala of Bani Hammad"
in the 5th century AH / 11th century CE, analyzing its strategic
location, architectural form, and functional roles within the political
and military context of the Islamic Maghrib, particularly during
conflicts with the Zirids, Zenata, and the Hilalian invasion.

The study interprets the Al-Manar Tower as a paradigmatic
architectural and artistic conception model, integrating defensive
strategies of surveillance with civilian functions within a single
structure. This multifunctional character explains the sustained
studies interest in the monument since early French researchers and
subsequent Algerian excavations.

Keywords: Architecture; Towers; Islamic Maghrib; The Central
Maghreb; Fortress of Bani Hammad; Architectural Functionality;
Al-Manar Tower; Fortifications.
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