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Abstract 
The Arabian Peninsula stands as one of the most significant sites of human 

settlement since ancient times. It has undergone transitions from the Neolithic to 

the Bronze Age. However, the transition from the Bronze Age to the era of 

ancient Arab kingdoms remains a crucial gap in the civilization of the Arabian 

Peninsula. While several researchers have addressed this period, the last decade 

of the 21st century has seen a surge in field research in the northern and 

northwestern Arabian Peninsula. These locations are significant due to their 

geographical proximity to the civilizations of the Levant, Egypt, and 

Mesopotamia. These studies have been preceded by similar research in the 

southern and eastern Arabian Peninsula, which has shed light on the cultural 

landscape during the transition from the Bronze Age to the era of ancient Arab 

kingdoms in the north and the south. 
This study aims to identify the economic factors that led to the development 

of the Arabian Peninsula's inhabitants and their transition from the agricultural 

village stage, which prevailed from the beginning of the Early Bronze Age to the 

full emergence of cities by the end of the Late Bronze Age. The stages of this 

transition varied among different locations within the Arabian Peninsula, but they 

centered around agricultural oases that developed on the edges of ancient lakes, 

which contributed to the rise of Arabian cities. Some of these cities had already 
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emerged before the period of writing, which researchers often use as a benchmark 

for the beginning of the Arabian kingdoms. 

Keywords: Third Millennium BC, Ancient Arabian Kingdoms, Oasis 

Urbanism  ,Early Arab Cities. 

 ملخص:

تشكككككجزيرة العريرة عحد يهم يهاقي ارتقيرركككككانعرنيرأقدكككككصوي  ويهت ريرة  كككككان ي ت ي ع ي

رة  ككككككعيرة،  ناي ي رحنةي عمت يرلانانصلي نييبمعرمزيرلانانصلي نيرة  ككككككعيرةل عييرةل   ي   ي

رة  كككعيرة،  نايي   ي عمت يرلمصةليرة عحد يرةن  م يرةة اريرةةص  يحضيمةكككصنريرة العريرة عحد  ي

 ت ير ص ةةصيع دي نيرةحصمثيو ي لايهنهي حضيرة ن يرلأخي ي نيرةنعويرةارم ي رة شككككككككككككع ويقشكككككككككككك  ي

رة عحدككك  ي اضيرلارتقيرةةكككص ككك ي ر يرةنع ييييرلأبحكككصلميرلدككك رندككك يحضيلكككككككككككككمكككصلي لكككككككككككككمكككصلي ع يرة العر

رة غعرحضي نيمةكككصنريباديرةشكككصري حادي  كككعي حادييرةعر   ن يمد يت يركككحايرتليرة نرركككص ي صي

يشككصهاةصيحضيو ا يرة العريرة عحد ي لككعتةص ي مصيرراككل يرة ككانريرةلةككصنل يحضي عرمزيرلانانصليي

ي يبصةشمصلي رة  ا . نيرة  عيرة،  نايي   ي عمت يرلمصةليرة عحد يرةن  م

 تا فيرة نرركك ي   يرةا عفيع  يرلنا ص يرلاتا ككصد  يرةدتيهد ي   ير اني قدككصويرة العريي

رة عحد ي رنانصةهي ني عمت يرةنعىيرةانرعد يرةدتيرككككككككككصد ي  ويب ر  يرة  ككككككككككعيرة،  ناييرلأ ليمد يي

ظةانيرل ويبشككككككجزييص زيحضيااص  يرة  ككككككعيرة،  ناييرلالخع ي ت يرخاتة ي عرمزيرنانصلي قدككككككصويي

عري ني اتقي   يهخع ي ةكنيرعكا يماليرةارمكص يرةارنعك يرةدتيتكص ك يع  يمارفيرةححي ر ييرة ال

رةنك  مك ي مكصيركككككككككككككصعك يحضيبع ايرلك ويرة عحدك  ي رةدتيركككككككككككككحايهويظةعيرةح  ي  اكصيتحكزي   ريرةكاكصبك ي

 رةدتيعصدري صي عحطيرةحصمثاويظةانيرلمصةليرة عحد يبح ر  يظةانيرةكاصب .

ر في الواحات، المدا العربية المبةرة،    كلمات مفتاحية: الألف الثالث قبل الميلاد، التحضّّ 

 الممالك العربية القديمة

 

- Introduction 

The Arabian Peninsula has been one of the most important locations 

for human presence since ancient times, as evidenced by scientific studies 

dating back to the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic Stone Ages. 

Settlement in the Arabian Peninsula continued during the initial transition 

from the Neolithic to the Bronze Age, which is the era in which civilization 
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transitioned from the Bronze Age to the period of ancient Arabian 

kingdoms. 

This study addresses the phase that led humans to transition from a 

stage of nomadic and impermanent settlement to a stage of permanent 

settlement, which ultimately led to ownership, agriculture, trade, and 

production. They acquired diverse economic resources that enabled them 

to move from a phase of settling in scattered stone structures to the 

formation of agricultural villages. These villages represented a transitional 

phase in the development of ancient cities, which evolved from villages 

into cities possessing all the civilizational elements: walls, palaces, 

markets, ramparts, gates, and religious, legislative, and judicial authority. 

Thus, humans transitioned from the Bronze Age In my opinion.  This stage 

was a stage of forming a civilization capable of competing with the 

civilizations of the ancient world in the neighboring ancient Near East 

region. 

Researchers have traditionally linked civilization to writing. 

However, it is necessary to connect civilization to agriculture, settlement, 

and the construction of walled cities. These cities contained all the 

elements of ancient urban centers, forming during the period that began in 

the late second millennium BCE, marking the emergence of ancient 

Arabian kingdoms across the Arabian Peninsula, particularly in the 

northern, northwestern, and southern regions. Undoubtedly, these cities 

are no less significant than the cities of the ancient world where  It should 

be noted that this is a personal interpretation and subject to academic 

debate. such as Mesopotamia and Egypt. Moreover, their urban structures 

often resemble those of the Levant, where agriculture and settlement 

appeared at an early stage, dating back to the late Neolithic period. 

This study focuses on the transitional phase from the Bronze Age to 

the emergence of ancient Arabian kingdoms before the first millennium 

BCE. The geographic scope covers key oasis settlements and early urban 

centers across the Arabian Peninsula, including: Jebel Ruwaiq, Al-Faw, 

Khaybar Oasis, Tayma Oasis, Dūmat al-Jandal, Al-Ha’it Oasis, and Marib. 

These sites represent crucial locations where early agricultural villages 

evolved into cities that formed the foundation of ancient Arabian 

civilizations. 
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Perhaps the difference between the ancient civilizations of the 

ancient Near East and the oasis cities of the Arabian Peninsula is that the 

former saw the emergence of writing, which is associated with civilization, 

while writing in the Arabian Peninsula dates to the late second and early 

first millennium BCE at the latest. However, civilization existed, and cities 

with all their components were inhabited throughout the regions of the 

Arabian Peninsula, from north to south. 

Methodology 

This study adopts a historical-archaeological research approach, 

primarily based on the analysis of archaeological reports, inscriptions, and 

previous academic studies related to the major oases settlements in the 

Arabian Peninsula. These settlements, from south to north, paved the way 

for the emergence of ancient Arab cities in the Arabian Peninsula in 

general, and were the first centers of civilization in the Arabian Peninsula. 

The research methodology includes a comprehensive review and synthesis 

of secondary sources, including excavation reports from sites such as 

Khaybar, Tayma, Dumat al-Jandal, al-Faw, and Ma'rib. It also traces the 

beginnings of civilization in each of the cities and their surroundings, 

particularly in Ma'rib and Tayma, where writing later emerged with the 

discovery of material culture. Due to the limited availability of primary 

field data, the study focuses on a comparative analysis of archaeological 

evidence and historical records to reconstruct the transitional phase from 

nomadic settlements to early urbanization in these oases. The geographical 

scope of the study focuses on sites dating back to the Bronze Age and up 

to the early first millennium BC. Limitations include reliance on published 

sources and the lack of direct fieldwork at early Bronze Age sites and 

cities, which is an area for future research. 

1-Geography of the Ancient Peninsula 

The Arabian Peninsula is one of the largest peninsulas in the world, 

with a total area of 3.5 million square kilometers. It is surrounded by water 

on three sides: the Arabian Gulf to the east, the Red Sea to the west, and 

the Arabian Sea to the south  (Sanlaville 117)  Some divide the Arabian 

Peninsula into several regions, namely: southeastern Arabia, western 

Arabia, and northeastern Arabia. 
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Fig1: Map of the Arabian Peninsula, including the sites of Bronze 

Age oases that were transformed into cities of the ancient Arab kingdoms. 

Why is the Arabian Peninsula called by this name? Scientific studies 

indicate that the first written mention of the Arabs was in Assyrian records 

during the reign of the Assyrian King Shalmaneser III around 853 BCE, 

where the name 'Arabs' was referenced. Subsequently, references to the 

Arabs were repeated during the Assyrian periods of Tiglath-Pileser III and 

his successors, as well as by the Babylonian kings. We also find that 

settlement patterns in the Arabian Peninsula in the ancient world varied 

according to the diversity of terrain and the succession of wet and dry 

periods, which helped in the emergence of oases and the formation of 

ancient cities. (Kafafi 33–31). 

The Arabian Peninsula is in the southern part of the continent of 

Asia, and it takes a shape closest to a rectangle. Geological studies  The 

availability of surface and groundwater and trade routes contributed to the 

emergence of ancient civilizations, which led to the interconnection of the 

ancient cities of the Arabian Peninsula. have indicated that the Arabian 

Peninsula separated from the continent of Africa approximately 180 

million years ago because of tectonic movements that led to this separation 

(Killebrew 106–109) 
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2-The transition from the Bronze Age to the rise of the Arab kingdoms 

The transitional phase between the Bronze Age and the era of ancient 

Arabian kingdoms constituted a pivotal cultural stage in the history of 

humanity in the Arabian Peninsula. It was the period that led to the 

establishment of civilized kingdoms and greater stability, resulting in the 

formation of cities in agricultural oases, their emergence into kingdoms, 

and the development of administration and politics. Notably, the time 

during which these oases appeared dates to the Bronze Age, which spans 

from the fourth millennium B.C to the second millennium B.C. 

This is the period during which centers of oasis civilization emerged 

in the Arabian Peninsula. This indicates that the Arabian Peninsula has not 

received the same level of field scientific studies compared to the Levant, 

which has yielded extensive results in the Bronze Age. In the Arabian 

Peninsula, the joint Saudi German archaeological mission indicated that 

the Tayma oasis dates to the third millennium B.C (Hausleiter et al. 25–

30) which is the period when the Bronze Age began to be defined and 

oases appeared in the Arabian Peninsula, particularly in the northwestern 

Arabian Peninsula ((Eichmann and Hausleiter 163–176). 

Among the most prominent practical studies conducted in the later 

period is the discovery of the Khaybar oasis, which, through analysis, has 

proven to be the largest agricultural-urban village that developed in 

northwestern Arabia. It dates to the Early Bronze Age I, approximately 

2400-1500 BCE, during which settlement activity continued in the Bronze 

Age for nearly a thousand years. This demonstrates the earliest appearance 

of walled cities in the Arabian Peninsula, dating from the Early to the Late 

(Bronze Age) (Charloux et al. 4–5). 

Additionally, evidence from southern Arabia, specifically in the 

ancient oases of Marib and Sirwah—both cities of the first Sabaean 

Kingdom at the end of the second millennium and the beginning of the 

first millennium B.C—has further disproven this earlier perspective 

(Pietsch et al. 2430–2445). 

3-The Ancient Environment in the Arabian Peninsula during the 

Mesolithic and Neolithic periods 

When tracing the ancient environment of the Arabian Peninsula, 

which dates to the Paleolithic period around 400-300 thousand years ago, 
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it is evident that it was based on the edges  of lakes and waterbeds, 

indicating the arid conditions of that period (Nassr et al.) Subsequently, in 

the Middle Paleolithic period, there was a humid environment dating back 

approximately 25,000-3,000 ka, based on evidence found with the 

formation of lakes, limestone, and depressions where water gathered, 

forming ancient lakes (Petraglia et al. 1555–1559) 

To demonstrate the existence of the ancient environment in which 

early humans lived during the Middle and Upper Paleolithic periods 

evidence has been found in Wadi Fatima in Mecca, the Dawadmi 

Governorate in the Riyadh region of central Arabia, and northern Arabia 

in Hail, Tabuk, and Al-Jawf. This indicates a humid environment that 

prevailed in the Arabian Peninsula, suitable for the conditions and life of 

early humans (Petraglia 141–179) 

These sites have led researchers to conclude that they belong to the 

Middle and Upper Paleolithic periods, indicating the continuous settlement 

and movement of early humans in and around these areas (Shipton et al. 

446–462)  In the southern regions of the Arabian Peninsula, numerous sites 

dating back to the Neolithic period and the transitional phase between the 

Neolithic and Bronze Ages have emerged, including the Marib oasis, the 

capital of the Sabaean Kingdom in later periods, Climatic changes are also 

documented based on scientific studies conducted on organic material 

samples (Gerlach 187–198). 

4-The ancient environment of the Peninsula during the Bronze Age 

period: 

The ancient environment in the Arabian Peninsula during the Bronze 

Age The Bronze Age period in the Arabian Peninsula is the richest in terms 

of the diversity of archaeological sites and the material remains revealed 

by recent studies of those settlements. when humans discovered bronze, an 

alloy of 90% copper and 10% tin. Perhaps the most prominent 

archaeological evidence in northern Arabia is what recent studies have 

revealed about the environment, as uncovered in the Khaybar oasis (Al-

Nata village). This serves as a model for the ancient environment that 

prevailed in the Arabian Peninsula, particularly in northwestern Arabia, 

which developed along the banks of Wadi Khaybar, forming an a 

cultivated oasis that enabled permanent settlemen. This indicates that the 
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ancient environment prevailing in the Bronze Age was moderately arid, 

representing the stage in which humans transitioned from a humid, lake-

filled environment to agricultural oases. This is clarified by the study based 

on samples taken samples of plant remains from excavations, which were 

analyzed and showed periods from the Early to the Late Bronze Age 

(Charloux et al. 4–5) 

In southern Arabia, which was not far removed from the climatic 

changes prevailing in the Arabian Peninsula, numerous sites date back to 

the Bronze Age. These include sites in the western highlands, revealed by 

field studies, which were characterized by the widespread use of 

agriculture—evidence that the environment in the highland regions of 

southern Arabia (modern-day Yemen) was more humid during that 

period—such as at the Hadur Hamdan site north of the capital, Sana’a. (De 

Maigret 134–159). 

In central Arabia, recent scientific studies have confirmed the 

presence of a humid ancient environment that contributed to the formation 

of the Al-Faw village oasis. This development occurred during the second 

phase of the Bronze Age, which spans from the beginning of the third 

millennium BCE to the start of the first millennium BCE. The climatic 

evidence—such as sediment deposits and fossilized vegetation—indicates 

that the region experienced alternating humid and arid phases. The humid 

phase, around the foothills of the Tuwaiq Mountains, created favorable 

conditions for human settlement after a period of environmental stress and 

aridity in earlier times (Laursen and al‐Otaibi 63–86). 

5-The journey from the village to the city in the Arabian Peninsula 

The concept of the "Neolithic Revolution" has been debated for 

decades, as the transition to agriculture, pottery, and sedentary life varied 

greatly across regions. In this study, we refer to the shift from village to 

city not as a sudden revolution, but rather as a gradual and complex 

journey—particularly during the Bronze Age. This journey marked a 

significant transformation in human history, as settlements evolved from 

simple agricultural villages into structured urban centers featuring walls, 

markets, and administrative buildings. This process is especially evident 

in regions like the Arabian Peninsula and the Levant, where early cities 

began to emerge from former oasis-based communities.  The prevailing 
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view regarding the civilization of the Arabian Peninsula was that it did not 

extend beyond the beginning of the first millennium BCE. However, this 

view has been contradicted by the results of recent archaeological research 

conducted in the region, particularly in Tayma, Al- (Eichmann, Schaudig, 

and Hausleiter 136–176)  and Khaybar (Charloux et al. 4–5)Therefore, 

researchers believe that the Arabian Peninsula witnessed significant shifts 

in settlement patterns. This resulted from the climatic changes that 

prevailed in the Arabian Peninsula, specifically the final phase of the wet 

periods, which led the Arabian Peninsula towards the desiccation of lakes, 

consequently causing a shift towards concentrating settlements around 

oases  (Magee).  

 
A-  Fig: 2 Khaybar Oasis overlooking the valley of 

volcanic rocks, where the remains of palm trees can still be seen 

today, according to Charloux et al. fig. 2) 

B- Tayma Oasis overlooking the salt marsh, today it 

appears amidst the modern buildings in the Tayma Governorate, 

according to )Kuntz,et al fig. A)   

C- Dūmat al-Jandal Oasis village in northwest Tabuk, 

Saudi Arabia. It is one of the Bronze Age oases in which the city 

was formed, according to (Hüneburg, et.al.Fg8). 

D- Dūmat al-Jandal Oasis in Al-Jawf, Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia, is one of the oases that dates back to the Bronze Age 

and appeared in the formation of the city in historical times, 

according to ,(Loreto.Fg1). 
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When examining the southern Arabian Peninsula, we find that field 

scientific studies have demonstrated that early humans, during the 

transitional phase in the historical gap between the Bronze Age and the era 

of ancient Arabian kingdoms, and the shift from village to city, began 

establishing settlements dating back o the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and 

Neolithic .These settlements date to the fifth millennium B.C (Ghaleb  30). 

Settlement occurred in the western areas of eastern Wadi outflows, known 

as the western highlands of Marib, particularly on a large scale in the 

second millennium BC. This led to human descent and settlement in oasis 

areas where floodwaters from the highlands overflowed, forming 

settlement oases. These oases facilitated human settlement and the emer 

gence of cities, marking a part of the transition from village to city and the 

ultimate appearance of cities in their final form during the era of ancient 

Arabian kingdoms (Ghaleb  132-124).  

 
A- Fig: 3 The Hait Oasis in northwestern Saudi Arabia 

is one of the most prominent facades that witnessed the Bronze Age 

– researcher. 

B- Al-Faw Oasis, located in the center of the Arabian 

Peninsula in the of Saudi Arabia, witnessed the First, Middle, and 

Late Bronze Ages, and was registered on the UNESCO 2024, 

according to the Al-Faw UNESCO -

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1712/gallery/ 
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6-Features of the Bronze Age 

Perhaps one of the most prominent features of the Bronze Age in the 

Arabian Peninsula is metalworking, represented by copper and bronze, and 

their export and trade. Among the most important indications confirming 

this is what was discovered in sites in the eastern regions of the Peninsula, 

in what is today the Sultanate of Oman. These discoveries have proven that 

this area was a source for mining and manufacturing, along with pottery 

production. This qualitative leap in industry constituted a broad cultural 

development, marking the transition of the people of the Arabian Peninsula 

from villages to the formation of cities and settlements dating back to the 

Bronze Age.  

 
A-  Fig:4 Al- Ruwaiq Oasis, northeast of Marib city, is 

one of the ancient oases that witnessed the Bronze Age from the 

early to the late – researcher. 

B- Marib Oasis, the capital of the Kingdom of Saba, is 

one of the ancient Arab cities that appeared at the end of the second 

millennium BC, according to scientific studies - researcher 

This occurred during the period from 2700 BC to the beginning of 

the second millennium BC, known as the Umm an-Nar (mother of fire) 

civilization (2400-2000 BC), in addition to areas in the eastern Kingdom 
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of Saudi Arabia, which were distinguished by the presence of pottery and 

soapstone, as well as the interaction between the Mesopotamian 

civilization and the eastern Arabian Peninsula. These sites in the eastern 

region of the Arabian Peninsula, particularly in the Sultanate of Oman, 

serve as comparative examples. Studies have revealed activities of metal 

mining, manufacturing, and pottery production, reflecting a qualitative 

shift in industrial and cultural development during the Bronze Age (Kafafi 

30-31). 

Cities that emerged during the Bronze Age in the third millennium 

BCE generally represent the transition from nomadic life to urban 

settlement. This shift is perhaps the most significant characteristic of the 

Bronze Age. Cities appeared in the Levant and in the northern and 

northwestern parts of the Arabian Peninsula.  Cities appeared in the Levant, 

near the northern and northwestern Arabian Peninsula, with Levantine 

cities dating back to the fourth millennium BC. Their importance and 

expansion increased with economic development and social cohesion 

based on production and the rise of cities. Following their example, many 

cities emerged, including Marib, the ancient capital of the Sabaean 

kingdom (Marqatan  2005). 

7-Ancient Oasis Sites in the Arabian Peninsula during the Bronze Age 

Period 

The Arabian Peninsula extends from north to south over vast areas. 

However, the sites dating back to the Bronze Age represent the last of the 

dry lakes, around which extensive oases formed and spread in the north, 

including Al-Hegra, Tayma, Qurayyah, Al-Ula, Al-Hait, Dumat al-Jandal, 

and Al-Bid. These are the settlements dating back to the Bronze Age, 

which extends from the fourth millennium BC to the second millennium 

BC. For example, the Khaybar oasis, where quantities of grains were 

found, on which the inhabitants of the Khaybar oasis relied for food 

production at the beginning of the Early Bronze Age (Charloux et al 22). 

In Tayma, numerous animal remains were found, through which the 

economy that prevailed in the Tayma oasis, which is one of the ancient 

oases dating back to the Bronze Age, was identified. Its economy was 

based on animal meat, ) wild and domesticated ( especially goats and 

ibexes. This indicates the practice of an economy based on irrigation, in 

http://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/160


Oussour   vol 24 / Nº 02- classified C  -    December 2025     
-42371112    EISSN 6278-2600 /ISSN 

http://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/167 

 

361 
 

addition to finding quantities of bird consumption, which indicates the 

practice of an economy in bird domestication (Dinies 205-214). 

Among the sites that belong to the oases is the Qurayyah oasis in the 

far northwest of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which, according to the 

preliminary results of samples of organic materials analyzed by C14, dates 

from 1500-1300 BC. This is the period representing the Late Bronze Age, 

which is the stage of building the site's walls (Charloux, et al). 

In addition to the Al-Hait oasis, which dates back to periods of the 

Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic eras, the settlement of the oasis 

between the harrahs in the oasis today continued to the Bronze Age period, 

which Khaybar belongs to, and it is close to it and in contact with it in 

terms of trade exchange, benefit from interests, and exchange of ideas and 

visions (Nassr et al). 

Among the ancient oases in the central Arabian Peninsula is the Al-

Faw site, which dates to the Bronze Age in the third millennium BC and 

continued until the second millennium BC. It is one of the sites confirmed 

by scientific studies due to its connection with the eastern Arabian 

Peninsula and the presence of Dilmunites seals (Laursen and al‐Otaibi 63–

86) 

In the southern Arabian Peninsula, there is the Al-Ruwaik site, which 

is one of the sites dating back to the Bronze Age in the southern Arabian 

Peninsula, located northeast of the city of Marib. It is the area where 

floodwaters from the western highlands of Marib gathered, forming water 

lakes with an agricultural oasis. At the confluence of the valleys, it 

emerged from the Bronze Age at the beginning of the third millennium 

B.C (Crassard et al. 173–177) and continued until the population center 

shifted to the Marib oasis, which formed the ancient city of Marib, the 

capital of the Sabaean kingdom (Braemer et al. 21–44). 

Scientific studies have proven that the sites of of )Khawlan, Al-

Tyal(and Badbidah in the west of Marib city and ancient Sirwah. 

Consequently, represent Bronze Age oases in southern Arabia. The site of 

Qaniyah in Radman also coincides with the same period, extending from 

the late fourth millennium to the beginning of the third millennium BC. 

These sites constitute important evidence that sheds light on the 
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development of material culture during the Bronze Age in the Arabian 

Peninsula  (Ghaleb 30). 

8-Economic fundamentals of the transitional period 

The ancient environment played a pivotal role in the transitional 

period from the Bronze Age to the period of the ancient Arab kingdoms. 

The environment in the northern and southern Arabian Peninsula had 

begun to decertify and dry up. Scientific field studies conducted at various 

sites in the Arabian Peninsula have proven through analysis the presence 

of humans in ancient oasis sites and that they practiced agriculture based 

on organized irrigation. This is a clear indication that humans relied on 

agriculture for food production and settlement. Perhaps what drove them 

to this was drought and the need to obtain food after settling.  

A notable example comes from recent discoveries in the Khaybar 

Oasis, where scientific analysis of botanical remains—particularly date 

pits—alongside organic residue analysis, has provided concrete evidence 

of agricultural activity. These findings affirm that early communities relied 

on agriculture for food production, adapting to changing environmental 

conditions and developing sustainable practices that contributed to the 

emergence of stable settlements and early urban centers. (Kafafi) 

(Charloux et al). 

With the increase in irrigation and production, it became necessary 

to establish legislative, religious, and social authorities based on economic 

foundations. Among the sites where confirmation of human presence, 

agriculture, settlement, and transformation was found is the Marib oasis, 

the capital of the Sabaean kingdom, specifically on the lower side of the 

ancient Marib Dam. A fire hearth was found there, and the charcoal 

(carbon) was analyzed using C14, which gave results dating back to the 

end of the Neolithic period and the beginning of the Bronze Age. In 

addition to plant remains, the presence of ancient irrigation systems at the 

site supports evidence of long-term settlement. This is an indication that 

humans gradually began to settle and practice agriculture and food 

production, perhaps the first steps in driving the wheel of history in the 

founding of cities. The hearth was covered by layers of accumulated silt, 

in which the expansion of organized irrigation was increased, dating back 
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to the Marib oasis from 2500-1000 B.C (Kühn, Pietsch and Gerlach 1305–

1310). 

Thus, we find that the Arabian Peninsula, in general, was not devoid 

of settlement in various regions. Rather, the focus was on water collection 

in the oases to ensure human survival and the continuation of life. This led 

to the utilization of agriculture and food production, which resulted in a 

surplus and the formation of legislative and judicial authorities, as well as 

the transition from a pastoral society to a settled society. This ultimately 

led to the formation of the ancient Arab kingdoms, which were founded on 

the establishment of agricultural cities (Al-Maamari 87–113). 

Perhaps one of the most prominent supports for the transition from 

the stage of herding to the stage of agriculture and settlement is 

construction, as agriculture requires staying in one place, unlike herding 

which takes place over wide and scattered areas. Therefore, settlement and 

construction in these communities were the primary and most important 

archaeological and material evidence of stability (Charloux et al). 

In the northern Arabian Peninsula, recent scientific studies have 

revealed several oases, most notably the Khaybar oasis, which is 

considered a model of cities where agriculture was based on organized 

irrigation. It was a confluence of valleys and contained springs and water 

sources that facilitated agriculture, food production, and settlement. The 

Al-Nata site in Khaybar is considered the heart of the agricultural village 

that emerged in Khaybar, in the area overlooking the oasis, which humans 

took care of, fortified, and built in an organized manner. This indicates that 

it only came about after an increase in economic resources represented by 

agriculture and organized irrigation management, along with contact and 

communication between agricultural villages with crops and livestock, and 

stable, secure food supplies, which qualified the establishment of large 

cities in the Peninsula with political centers (Charloux et al). 

What is the nature of the ancient relationships between the oases 

during the transitional period? 

The development of organized irrigation, agriculture, and 

settlements during the Early Bronze Age fostered trade networks that 

flourished in the Middle and Late Bronze Ages, a connection evidenced 

by modern scientific studies of the copper industry. Copper slag was found 
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on pottery shards, indicating that the industry began in the Khaybar oasis, 

possibly for export and use. This led to the development of both agriculture 

and trade, which qualified the rise of civilization and the transition from 

agriculture to industry. This transformed agricultural villages into urban 

centers, with the emergence of political entities. Other remnants were 

found in Harrat Al-Nar, near Khaybar, dating back to the period from 

2400-1500 BC, a phase preceding the emergence of the famous ancient 

Arab kingdoms with their political entities. This leads us to conclude that 

trade in the Arabian Peninsula was the primary factor behind the 

development and emergence of cities. Moreover, the history of this 

transitional period extends beyond the first millennium BC, reaching back 

to the mid-second millennium BC, especially in the stable oasis cities 

(Dalton et al.)  Trade was the main factor behind the development and 

establishment of the cities, as scientific studies have revealed that Al-Faw 

and Al-Ruwaik were sites connected to ancient trade and a network of 

routes that transported obsidian and metals that appeared during that 

period. (Laursen and al‐Otaibi 63–86). (Braemer et al. 21–44). 

Trade did not end with the end of the Bronze Age; rather, it 

continued at the beginning of the emergence of the ancient Arab kingdoms. 

Assyrian sources in Mesopotamia indicated that there was a commercial 

relationship between the cities of the Arabian Peninsula, which confirmed 

the naming of the Taymaites and Sabaeans, attributed to Tayma in the 

northern Arabian Peninsula and Saba in the southern Arabian Peninsula 

(Tueaiman 84–85). 

Tayma was one of the cities where settlement began in the early 

periods and continued from the third millennium BC until the first 

millennium BC. It represented a link between the Arabian Peninsula and 

Mesopotamia, ending with the Babylonian king's control in the mid-first 

millennium BC. The Babylonian king took it as his capital and annexed 

the surrounding cities and cultural centers that represented former 

agricultural oases, such as Al-Hait (Fadak), Dumat Al-Jandal, Khaybar, 

and their surroundings (Charloux et al. 4–5). 

- Conclusion  

The study of the dawn of history in the Arabian Peninsula represents 

one of the most important studies discussed by many researchers of 
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Arabian Peninsula civilization. Given that it requires field studies based on 

samples from archaeological excavations and their analysis in 

international laboratories, it has been delayed in several sites in the 

Arabian Peninsula, especially in the oasis city sites in the north and 

northwest of the Arabian Peninsula. However, studies in the south and east 

of the Arabian Peninsula have preceded them. Consequently, we find that 

fortified walled cities with defensive fortifications, palaces, temples, and 

economies based on agriculture and livestock herding, along with 

urbanization, were enabled by the environment at the end of the wet phase 

in the Peninsula. The drying of lakes and the readiness of the Arabian 

Peninsula's people to adapt to drought and live around lakes facilitated the 

establishment of an agricultural economy based on organized irrigation 

and livestock herding. This led to increased production, which helped 

secure a more stable life for the people. 

The growth of food production through agriculture, livestock raising, 

and poultry farming, as well as the dependence on these practices for 

survival, spurred the evolution of agricultural villages into independent 

cities. These cities, characterized by walls, palaces, temples, and markets, 

necessitated the establishment of political organization, social unity, and 

social hierarchies among their populations. Cities emerged and ancient 

Arab kingdoms were formed, which could not have appeared at the 

beginning of writing. The emergence of political and administrative 

systems in the Arab kingdoms or oasis cities of the northern and southern 

Arabian Peninsula should be traced back to the third and early second 

millennia BCE, rather than being solely associated with the advent of 

writing. 
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