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The role of archaeological research in Algeria in enhancing
tourism of monuments
- El Mechouar Palace in Tlemcen as a model-
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Abstract:

This article explores the role of archaeological research in
enhancing the elements of archaeological tourism in Algeria.
Archaeological sites are recognized as a primary source of cultural
tourism. However, many conditions must be met at these sites for
them to become tourist destinations frequented by visitors. The most
important of these conditions is accessibility to visitors, which can
only be achieved through efforts by the relevant authorities and
researchers to provide the necessary conditions.

For this study, we selected the El Mechouar Zayani Palace as a
model archaeological monument. This site, a significant historical
and cultural treasure, has suffered extensive damage and
deterioration over time. This necessitated intensive archaeological
research, which led to important discoveries that revealed previously
undocumented aspects of the site’s heritage. The research involved
three major excavation projects, with the 2010 campaign being the
most significant. It produced vital historical and architectural data
that contributed directly to the palace’s restoration and rehabilitation.
Today, it stands as one of the most prominent archaeological tourism
destinations in Tlemcen.

In this article, we relied on both inductive and empirical
archaeological approaches, the first to introduce and narrate
concepts, and the second to present the experiences of archaeological
research on the EI Mechouar Palace.

Keywords:  research;  Archaeological;  Tourism;  Tlemcen;
Excavation; El Mechouar; Discoveries; Rehabilitation.
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