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Al-Dhahabi’s Methodology in Recording Islamic History

Through His Work of Tarikh al-Islam
wa Wafayet al-Mashahir wa al-A’lam
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ABSTRACT :

Al-Hafiz Shams al-Din al- Dhabi (D.748 AH / 1348 CE) is
regarded as one of the most prominent Muslim historian who
contributed to Islam historiography through a precise and analytical
method that combined narration and critical evaluation. His
encyclopedic work Tarikh al-Islam is one of the most
comprehensive historical sources covering a broad period from
early Islam to the 8th century AH. This article examines al-
Dhahabi’s historical method by analyzing the structure of his work,
his narrative approach, his selection of report, and his critical stance
toward transmitters and events. It also highlights his major sources
and his commitment to accuracy and verification. The study aims to
shed light on the uniqueness of al-Dhahabi’s method, the
significance of Tarikh al-Islam in the development of Islam
historiography, and its impact on later historians.

Keywords: Al-Dahabi, Historical Writing, Islamic History,
Notable Figures, Central Maghreb, Biographical Entries, Islamic
Heritage, Scholars.
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