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Abstract

The burning of the Kaaba is considered one of the significant
events during the Umayyad Caliphate of Yazid ibn Muawiya (d. 64
AH/684AD), which is clearly reflected in the conflicting narratives and
reports about it, especially regarding the party responsible for it.

This study is an attempt to answer an important question: Who is
responsible or to blame for the burning of the Kaaba? It analyses and
critiques the historical narratives related to the burning of the Kaaba
during the revolt of Abdullah ibn al-Zubair (d. 64 AH/684 AD) against
the Umayyad rule, as mentioned in historical sources. It examines the
primary narrators who reported the incident, such as 'Awana ibn al-
Hakam (d. 105 AH/723 AD), al-Waqidi (d. 207 AH/822 AD), and al-
Mada'ini (d. 225 AH/840 AD), highlighting their biases and inclinations
and how these affected their accounts. The study also addresses some of
the interpretations provided by modern historians who have examined the
incident and analyses their viewpoints.

The study shows that the multitude of narratives and their significant
variation makes it extremely difficult to favour one side's perspective
over the other. However, it can be said that the war that took place
between the two parties was the direct cause of the fire, regardless of
which side was responsible for it.

Keywords: catapult; fire; burning; Kaaba; Umayyad era; Abdullah ibn
al-Zubair; Yazid ibn Muawiya.
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