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Customs and Rituals of Welcoming a Newborn in Colonial
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Abstract

This study examines the socialization of Algerian children
during the colonial period, focusing on family practices related to
newborns. It primarily relies on the writings of French Orientalists,
particularly Joseph Desparmet’s Les Bienfaits dans les Coutumes, les
Regles et les Croyances (1905), written in the Algerian dialects of
Algiers and the Blidean Atlas.

Desparmet provides a detailed account of Algerian society and
child-rearing practices, highlighting the impact of the colonial
environment on social customs. The study reveals the gap between the
realities of Algerian life and the colonizer’s portrayal. It also explores the
role of mothers in both family and society, showing how colonial policies
imposed constraints on them. By presenting both the French perspective
and the Algerian reality, the research offers a dual perspective, helping to
understand the transformations that shaped childhood during this
historical period.

Keywords: Customs and Traditions; Algerian Woman; Aqiqah; The
Seventh Day; Childbirth; Algerian Society; Orientalism; Desparmet.
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