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Abstract:

The cult of Saturn, the great figure of the African pantheon, was
very popular in North Africa and Numidia in particular, due to its
association with the punic god Baal Hammon, a symbol of fertility and
prosperity. His worship continued until the Roman period under the name
of Saturn. The main reason of this continuity is the attachment of the
people of North Africa, especially the locals to the land and agricultural
activities. This study aims to highlight the important position that Saturn
enjoyed in Numidia. He left significant and iconographic evidence as
stelae and their symbols, inscriptions, and the remains of temples. We will
have a talk about these archeological remains between the physical
description and the linguistic and the iconographic analyses. We will touch
on the meeting of Baal Hammon and Saturnus in Africa under the slogan
of Hellenism and we will deal with the Saturnalia ritual secrets.

Keywords :Saturn; Baal Hammon; Numidia; cult; temples; stelae;
inscriptions; iconography.
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