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The image of Algeria and its impact on the Turkish folklore (through
the popular song "Jazayir" (Cezayir tirkusu)
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Abstract :

Algeria became an Ottoman province based on a letter written by
the notables of the city of Algiers requesting the annexation of their
country to the Ottoman Empire in the year 1519; During the reign of
Sultan Selim 1, according to which the two sides exchanged solidarity
and cooperation in adversity, and for three centuries they were able to
repel enemies and protect the land and honor; Since then, Algeria has
become one of the vast outposts of the Islamic countries, which earned it
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the title of the "Gate of Jihad". The Ottoman sultans, since the first day
Algeria joined the Ottoman Empire, were keen to send whomever of the
Turkish youths they wanted to military service there. Whether as
Janissary soldiers in the land army or as Mujahideen in the naval fleet.
The influx of these young men continued until the fall of Algeria in the
hands of the French occupier. ; The first thing that the latter did,
immediately after breaking the surrender treaty, was to deport all the
Turks who were present in the city individually. The French did not take
into account those who had families; They were separated from them in a
painful, bone-chilling scene.

The Turks left the land of Algeria and returned to their country,
and Algeria is no longer for them but memories and pains that they
swallow whenever they remember the horror of what happened to them;
They embodied it in the form of epic poems and folk tales that entered
and became entrenched in their heritage and customs. And the most
important trace that remains to this day in Turkey is a famous popular
song called "Jazair", which has many texts that exceed a hundred, which
the Turks sing on several occasions, and it is spread in many regions,
especially in Anatolia.

Algeria continued to have a special place in the hearts of the
Turks because for them, it is the land of martyrdom and the " Gate of
paradise ". It is a special situation that was not repeated in the rest of the
regions ruled by the Ottoman Turks. Also, Algeria is the only country
among the Arab and Islamic countries that has been subjected to direct
settlement occupation. Which resulted in many procedures and crimes
that were not applied in any land other than Algeria, on top of which is
the arbitrary deportation and the separation of parents from their families,
which explains the pain of separation and nostalgia, which was translated
in the form of poems and tales entrenched in the Turkish folklore. Thus,
Algeria enjoyed its special place in the Turkish heritage, excluding it
from other Arab and Islamic countries that were annexed by the
sprawling Ottoman Empire.

Keywords :

Ottoman Empire; Algerian regency; expatriate Turks; the image of
Algeria; the popular imagination; the popular song "Jazayer"; customs
and traditions.
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