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The Mirror Preserved in the Museum of Islamic Arts in Algeria,
1s a model for the Seljuk Metallurgical Industry
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Abstract

Metal artifacts are considered applied arts, and by the latter
we mean those artifacts transferred from their original location to
museums, of different materials, shapes, and sizes, and this is due
to their importance in revealing historical facts, as they were and
still have a close connection with human life because they meet his
needs and daily requirements. Metal makers in the lands of Islam
proceeded at an accelerated pace in the path of technical excellence
and accuracy of manufacture, and their products became their own
style, and they added their distinctive fingerprints to it. The Islamic
metal utensils industry was also characterized by an intensive
production of copper antiques and the scarcity of gold artifacts due
to Islam’s hatred of the manifestations of luxury. Iran became
famous for the manufacture and decoration of metals since its
earliest times. During the Islamic era, it produced multiple and
distinct masterpieces. Iran was a field for a group of Islamic styles,
the most important of which is the Seljuk style, which is considered
one of the bright ages in the manufacture of Islamic metal artifacts,
where pots were known with new decorations and shapes.
Innovative that reflects the strength of the Muslim artist in this
field. The minerals of the Seljuk period are considered the
beginning of the history of Islamic metal artifacts, and the Seljuk
style is attributed to the Seljuks, who are tribes of nomadic
Turkmen, who came from Central Asia,

The study focused on the round bronze mirrors that
characterized the Seljuk period, and the mirror is considered one of
the tools that man has used in his daily life since ancient times, and
it is one of the beautiful artifacts in shape and important in terms of
function.

The Museum of Islamic Arts in Algiers preserves a unique and rare
model represented in a bronze mirror dating back to the Seljuk
period. We sought from this to introduce her and study her writings
and inscriptions, where the edge of the woman contained a writing
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tape 1n the leafy koufi script, surrounded by floral and animal
motifs in the form of a circle, represented by plant leaves and the
Sphinx, 1s a mythical decorative object based on a pair of
Sphinxes. the body of an animal and the head of a human being, as
we often encounter it in the decoration and inscriptions of Seljuk
mirrors, which symbolize the concepts of heaven and eternal light.
In this context, we wanted to know more about this type of mirror,
especially since it is the only model in the museum. To reach the
goal of the study, a set of questions were asked: What do we mean
by applied arts? What distinguished the Islamic metal industry in
general and the Iranian metal industry in particular? What are the
characteristics of Seljuk art in this field? What type of metal is used
in the manufacture of the mirror preserved in the museum? What
are the decorations carried by the mirror and what are its meanings?
What is the technology used in its manufacture ?He is lucky to
study, especially as he is a material evidence and witness that
expresses the ancient Islamic Seljuk art.

Keywords: Metallurgical Industry; Iran; Seljuk Art; Mirrors;
Museum; decorations; Sphinx; Kufic Script.
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