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Abstract:

The manuscript repositories and their holdings in the Tuwat region of
Algeria remain rich with valuable and rare works in the art of travel
literature, with ongoing discoveries and publications emerging from time to
time. The manuscript of Shaykh Abd al-Qadir ibn Umar al-Mahdaui’s
journey to Hajj in 1232 AH / 1817 AD, presented in this paper, is a vivid
example in this context. It is a new travel manuscript that enriches the
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collection of Algerian and Maghribi Hijazi travel accounts written during
the late Ottoman period, distinguished by the particularity of its time and
the author’s style in composing this type of Hajj memaoir.

This study seeks to bring to light a new manuscript source, dusted off
from preservation for the first time, while simultaneously exploring through
its content the details of Algerians’ travel to Hajj during that era. It does so
by addressing the following question: what are the new insights offered by
the journey of Shaykh Abd al-Qadir al-mahdaui al-Tuwati to Hajj, both in
terms of the travel itself and its documentation?

Keywords: Manuscript; Al-Mahdaui; Touat; Journey; Pilgrimage.
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