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Abstract:

Indeed, one of the paramount objectives (Maqgasid) of Islamic Shari'ah is the
principle of alleviating hardship (raf® al-haraj) and repelling difficulty (daf* al-
mashaqqah) for the legally accountable. The evidence supporting this objective is
virtually innumerable, establishing this as one of the major, universally agreed-
upon legal maxims among scholars. This principle encompasses various hardships
that warrant legal easement (takhfif), and ignorance (jahl) is considered by the
Lawgiver to be one of these grounds for legal concession. Accordingly, this study
aims to clarify the issue of the 'excuse of ignorance' and its impact on both

practical and creedal legal rulings.

This study also aims to investigate the specific criteria (dawabit) set by scholars
for accepting the excuse of ignorance in matters of creed (‘aqidah) and practical
legal rulings. Not every type of ignorance is deemed a valid reason for legal
easement, remission of sin, or the lifting of accountability from the legally
responsible person. Scholars have thus concluded that in matters "necessarily
known from the religion" (al-ma‘’lim min al-din bi-al-dariirah)—which are
considered fundamentals of the faith (Usiil al-Din)—and in matters pertaining to
the rights of others, ignorance has no exculpatory effect. Nonetheless, the specific
implications regarding the lifting of sin and punishment in this world and the

Hereafter remain a subject of scholarly discourse.

Keywordslssue, Excuse, Ignorance, Branches (Furti‘), Fundamentals (Usil).
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