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Abstract

This study offers a descriptive, codicological, and textual investigation of al-
Ikhtiyar fT al-Mulah min al-Akhbar wa-1-Athar by Abt Hafs ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-
Majid al-Qurasht al-Mahdaw1 al-Miyanishi. The work is examined as an
abridgement of Abii Shuja“ al-Daylam1’s al-Firdaws bi-Ma’thir al-Khitab. The
article introduces the author, discusses the variants of his nisba, outlines his
scholarly status, teachers, students, offices, and writings, and verifies the title
and attribution of the book through manuscript and bibliographical evidence. It
also provides a codicological description of the two manuscript witnesses used
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in the study: the King Saud University copy and the Chester Beatty copy,
focusing on foliation, script, completeness, omissions, ownership notes, and
colophon. The study compares al-Ikhtiyar with al-Firdaws, showing the scope
of al-Miyanishi’s abridgement and his method of selecting reports. It concludes
that the author did not restrict himself to authentic traditions, but included weak
and fabricated reports, while preserving material of textual value for the history
of hadith abridgement.

Keywords: al-Miyanishi; al-lIkhtiyar; al-Firdaws bi-Ma’thiir al-Khitab; Chester
Beatty Library; Prophetic Hadiths; Hadith manuscripts;
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