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An Analytical Comparative Study on the Attribution of the Book "Al-
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Abstract:

This study explores the attribution of the book “Al-Makharij fi al-
Hiyal” to Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani, a prominent jurist in
the Hanafi school. Scholars and researchers have differed on the
authenticity of this attribution. Some affirmed it based on early testimonies
from the Imam’s students, classical bibliographies, and the thematic
consistency of the book with the Imam's legal methodology. Others rejected
it due to weak transmission chains, explicit denials by notable students, or
its absence in key traditional sources. A third view attempted to reconcile
both positions by suggesting that different versions of the book may exist.
The research adopts a critical comparative approach, analyzing all evidence
in detail, and concludes that the core content of the book can reasonably be
attributed to Imam al-Shaybani, while acknowledging the possibility of
later additions or editorial modifications. The study concludes with
methodological principles to guide future scholarship on the authentication
of classical Islamic works.

Keywords: Legal stratagems — Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani
— Al-Makharij f1 al-Hiyal — Authorship attribution — Hanafi school .
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