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Abstract:

This article examines the profound epistemological transformation in
modern Western thought regarding the concepts of text and meaning, by
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tracing the emergence of philology and its role in destabilizing the sanctity
of a single, fixed meaning, leading to Michel Foucault’s concept of
discourse and interpretation. The study begins by outlining the historical
and intellectual context that gave rise to philology as a critical response to
ecclesiastical authority and its monopoly over the interpretation of sacred
texts. Through philological analysis, the religious text came to be treated as
a historical document subject to linguistic and historical scrutiny, thereby
undermining the unity of meaning and introducing it into a horizon of
plurality and historicity. However, the article demonstrates that classical
philology, despite its critical impulse, remained oriented toward the
recovery of an original text. This assumption is radically questioned in
Foucault’s thought, where interpretation is no longer a search for a stable or
transcendent meaning, but an analysis of the conditions under which
meaning is produced within intersecting discursive formations. In this
perspective, truth becomes a historical product of power-knowledge
relations. The article concludes that this epistemological shift
fundamentally reconfigures religious interpretation as a historical and
conflictual practice rather than a neutral act of revelation, rendering the
struggle over religious texts part of a broader struggle over epistemic
authority and the right to define truth.

Keywords:
Philology, Interpretation, Discourse, Michel Foucault, Religious Text,
Epistemological Transformation, Power and Knowledge, Meaning.
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"Conjectures sur les mémoires originaux dont il parait que Moise
pour composer le livre de la Genese. Avec des remarques s'est servi
qui appuient ou qui éclaircissement ces conjectures".
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