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Abstract

This review appraises “Hard al-Matn in Islamic Manuscripts” (2018) by M.
Muhammad ‘Aziz al-Wahid. Strengths include use of Arabic lexica and ~15
illustrative colophons with early engagement in the field. Major issues: weak
typographic/definitional structure, citing unconsulted works while omitting key
studies, quotation/citation irregularities, inconsistent —manuscript/colophon
metadata and readings, a misreading of “salh al-‘ashr al-awwal,” and no treatment
of abjad dating. The review also rejects the claim of Hijri usage “since the
Prophetic era,” favoring formal adoption under ‘Umar (likely AH 16).
Recommendations: a unified description template, re-edited definitions with
categorized evidence, fuller literature coverage, and a stronger, synthetic
conclusion.

Keywords: Hard al-Matn, Islamic manuscripts, colophons, methodological
critique, HijrT calendar
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The Colophon in Arabic Manuscripts. A Phenomenon without a Name, : olsw Jtb !

Journal of Islamic Manuscripts, January 2013, 4(1):49-81, DOI:10.1163/1878464-
13040102
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