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Abstract:

This research aims to examine French educational policy in Algeria
between 1830 and 1945, analyzing the extent to which its declared
objectives aligned with its actual practices on the ground. French education
represented a central tool of the colonial project, as the French
administration sought to present it as a means of promoting progress and
civilization, while its true goal was to assimilate Algerians into French
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culture and strip them of their original identity. The policy relied on class
and racial segregation, granting Europeans access to advanced schools,
while Algerians were deprived of genuine education, confined to poorly
resourced institutions with curricula that reinforced dependency and erased
national identity. It also targeted traditional education in Quranic schools
and zawiyas to create a Frenchified elite serving as a bridge to the colonial
administration. This system resulted in a deep social and cultural divide, yet
Algerian resistance and the establishment of alternative national institutions
helped preserve cultural identity and supported subsequent national
liberation movements.

Keywords: Algerian Education; Modernization; Colonial Destruction;
Educational Policy; French Education.
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Mais au sortir de la guerre, le rythme de la sco-
larisation des musulmans devait s'accélérer brutalement, en deux phases successives
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