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The East in the Mirror of Western Travelers: A Study of Orientalist
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Abstract:
This research examines the image of the Orient as constructed by Western
travelers through travel literature, which served as a cultural and Orientalist
discourse that shaped stereotypical representations of the Eastern world. It
argues that these journeys were not neutral documentation, but formed part
of a colonial epistemological project aimed at building an imagined Orient
in service of Western intellectual and political goals. The research analyzes
how travelers portrayed the Orient as a strange, exotic, and backward world
steeped in superstition, while glorifying the Western self as a model of

progress, rationality, and civilization. Drawing on texts by Chateaubriand

and Edward William Lane, it reveals how the East-West binary shaped
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Orientalist discourse across literature, politics, and wider thought. The
research concludes that Western travel literature reflects Western
perceptions about the Orient more than its reality, calling for a critical re-
reading that distinguishes between its epistemic value and its ideological
dimensions.

Keywords: Orientalism; the East; the Orient; travel literature ;Chateaubriand;
Edward William Lane.
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"Le seul moyen de voir un pays tel qu'il est, c'est de le voir avec ses
traditions et ses souvenirs. C'est en effet la Bible et 'Evangile a la main que
l'on doit parcourir la Terre Sainte. Les lecteurs chrétiens demanderont peut-
étre a présent quels furent les sentiments que j'éprouvai en entrant dans ce

lieu redoutable ; je ne puis réellement le dire. Tant de choses se présentaient
a la fois 2 mon esprit, que je ne m'arrétais a aucune idée particuliére. 18"
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18 vicomte de Chateaubriand, Francois-René. Itinéraire de Paris & Jérusalem et de Jérusalem a
Paris,France, Bernardin-Béchet, 1859,p 276.
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Nous y entrames par des voiries et par un faubourg détruit, au milieu
des vautours qui dévoraient leur proie"."”
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d’un couvent®’ "

LS csbas IS dlgr GG (Sgdus Bk dlgn dnd 989 ¢ (onW! () @AY > & W5
"8 3N Ayl 4381 A5

Byvicomte de Chateaubriand, Francois-René,0p,Cit, p 374
2 |bid.,p 374
52



219 08 @ dJl sl (& B i) CNEE (8 Aulyd 1 A Bl 1 8T,0 3 3,30

iy o Bg)5 als L Ll OF je s lsanl albs s 8480 ods (3 OLpsla Lol
Jocgles tm 32 W G Y OLpgiled el sl Jls Jpedd a2 Gha sl
b sl anzs Y Y g el Yy bl Y Bue Ol B A 890 e
L2 3 ol g e o Blis anks o Bl 1 el J1 5150 ) L L2 )
My amz () W ST 32 3 e e Ll Le 2 aad) Ly ol
S sy O8LST Gl e @ Slamiey ol sl &I Ol oS pE ol

ek

Ayl dygbl Cdag pge bl gl L bkt (g o) Byg00 1IN 230001 3.1.3

2B (Cpald) Cpall A Bt sSHT VL] ] Choll OLpsils Gold o3sad Ms (3

@A e & b IS8 5l ol el Wasiag 102 ados oA ple o Bhls e
:JB Ve V.LML\

"Ajoutons qu’ un contraste extraordinaire rend encore ces frappantes car en

sortant de la grotte ou vous retrouvé la richesse les arts la religion des

peuples civilisés €tes transportés dans une solitude profonde au milieu des

arabes parmi des sauvages demi nus et des musulmans sans foi lieux sont

pourtant ceux 12 mémes ou s opérerent tant mais cette terre sainte n’ose plus

faire éclater au son allégresse et les souvenirs de sa gloire sont renfermés

sein 21"
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An Account of the Manners and Customs of the Modern Egyptians
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«The Arabs are a very superstitious people; and none of them are more
so than those of Egypt »*3 .
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23 Edward W. Lane, Account of the Manners,Op,Cit p,223.
55



5y Vg

nesosll oad Gl Ldd 3 coin gl Bl el 53§ b ol e LS

a8l B 8 A AL £ls) el @%Jj sby atii> (3 a9 dalal)
oy A W s Yl el B Loy o Lajieds Blaadl sl ods Geand 3 0 25
15k 3] lgampag Laydas adosy @81 OTAN () oo (3 plag¥lodis wnf b plag3l crnedly (sl

"Many of their superstitions form a part of their religion; being
sanctioned by the Kur-an; and the most prominent of these is the belief

in ‘Ginn,’ or Genii 24
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It is a common custom of this people, on pouring water, etc., on the

ground, to exclaim, or mutter, ‘Destoor;’ that is, to ask the permission,
or crave the pardon, of any ginnee that may chance to be there...?>"
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During the month of Ramadan, the ginn, it is said, are confined in
prison; and hence, on the eve of the festival, which follows that month,
some of the women of Egypt, with the view of preventing these objects

of dread from entering their houses, sprinkle salt upon the floors of the
apartments; saying, as they do it, ‘In the name of God, the

Compassionate, the Merciful.”® ."
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%6 Edward W. Lane, Account of the Manners,Op,Cit, p p 233-232
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«Those of the lower orders seem to be extremely happy with their pipes and
coffee, after the occupations of the day, in the society of the coffee-shop?*».
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«The women of Egypt are said to be generally prone to criminal
intrigues; and I fear that, in this respect, they are not unjustly accused.

Sometimes a husband keeps his wife in the house of her mother, and

pays the daily expenses of both. This ought to make the mother very

watchful over the conduct of her daughter.. >
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% Edward W. Lane, Account of the Manners ,Op,Cit, p29.

2 Ibid, p 222
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"Also It is said that the mother in law is for this called hamah.3°"
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"it might be imagined that the women of the higher and middle classes

feel themselves severely oppressed, and are much discontented with the
state of seclusion to which they are subjected: but this is not commonly
the case; on the contrary, an Egyptian wife who is attached to her
husband is apt to think, if he allow her unusual liberty, that he neglects

30 _Edward W. Lane, Account of the Manners,Op,Cit p222.
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her, and does not sufficiently love her; and to envy those wives who are
kept and watched with greater strictness.>!"
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