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*Summary of the Research:*

This study focused on Imam Al-Juwayni’s perspective on the issues of leadership
(Imamate) through his book *"Ghiyath al-Umam fi Tiyath al-Zulm"* in Islamic political theory. It
examines how he addressed these complex and intricate issues, keeping in mind, in each case, the
problems, risks, and harms that might arise. He attempted to safeguard the Muslim community from

divisions and fragmentation into different sects by offering solutions to mitigate these potential harms,
.whether foreseen as future problems or experienced realities during his era
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The study followed a descriptive and analytical approach. It began by defining the
meaning of harm within the legal maxim "removal of harm" and how its effects appeared in the
political writings of Imam Al-Juwayni. I selected several examples that he addressed, such as the issue
of the leadership of the less qualified when the more qualified exists, and the sub-issues stemming from
this, such as the balancing of piety and politics, the comparison between knowledge and power, and the
comparison between piety and power. I also selected a topic that has been a point of contention and
disagreement—having multiple leaders—and how leadership is distinct from imamate. Al-Juwayni
argued that having many independent leaders within a single nation is not a sign of strength, but rather
a sign of weakness, division, and decay.

The study also touched upon an important issue that Al-Juwayni warned about: the
community’s disenchantment with their leader, and how, in his opinion, appointing a new, obeyed
leader instead of one who has lost the people's trust is the preferred approach. This is because
safeguarding the community and improving their state is more important than sticking with a leader
who has lost his popular legitimacy.

Keywords: Removal — Harm — Al-Juwayni — Imamate
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