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The rule of combining literal and figurative meanings in a single word

in the Holy Qur'an, and its impact on the derivation of legal rulings by
Abi Bakr ibn al-Arabi - A theoretical and practical study
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Abstract:

This study focused on demonstrating the impact of considering the rule of
literal and figurative meaning in understanding the Qur'anic text according
to Imam Ibn al-Arabi al-Maliki, and examining how the rule is used in
deriving legal rulings by extrapolating from examples in Ibn al-Arabi's
writings. The study also demonstrated the validity of combining literal and
figurative meanings in some Quranic terms, as determined by the majority
of jurists, and concluded that the validity of combining literal and figurative
meanings broadens the horizons of Quranic understanding, while adhering

to the principles of language and the objectives of Sharia.
Keywords: Truth, metaphor, the Holy Quran, Ibn al-Arabi.
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