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Abstract:

The issue of preferring general legal maxims over solitary hadiths
represents one of the foundational questions in Islamic legal theory,
highlighting the depth of juristic reasoning among the leading scholars—
foremost among them Imam Malik ibn Anas. Imam Malik constructed his

legal school upon a meticulous framework of preference, giving primacy to
definitive principles and the established practice of the people of Medina,
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the city of the Prophet %#. This approach raises profound questions
regarding the limits of relying on solitary reports (khabar al-wahid).

The significance of this topic lies in its revelation of a methodological
balance: preserving the integrity of the textual sources on one hand, while
fulfilling the higher objectives of the Sharia and engaging with contextual
realities on the other.

This balance renders the issue a central concern in contemporary
studies of legal theory.

What are the methodological criteria Imam Malik employed in this
form of preference? Do these criteria signal a shift in the standards for
accepting hadiths, or are they a well-grounded form of ijtthad within the
framework of Islamic legal principles? These are the questions this study
seeks to explore .

Keywords: Principles of Preference, Imam Malik ibn Anas, General ,
egal Maxims, Solitary Hadiths, Maqgasid al-Shari‘ah (Objectives of Islamic
Law), Usult Methodology (Legal Theory Approach), Maliki Jurisprudence,
Conflict and Reconciliation of Evidence.
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