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TABA’I* AL-HAYAWAN by Sharaf al-Zaman Tahir al-Marwazi
A Critical Edition of a Manuscript by Vladimir Minorosky
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Abstract:

The manuscript 7abd i * al-Hayawan by Sharaf al-Zaman Tahir al-Marwazi
(6th/12th century) is a significant early contribution to Islamic scientific
literature. It explores the relationship between humans and animals within
an environmental and ethnological framework, demonstrating a remarkably
advanced perspective for its time. Despite its scientific and anthropological
value, the manuscript has received little scholarly attention, aside from the
partial work of Russian orientalist Vladimir Minorsky, who translated and
commented on selected sections over eighty years ago. This study
investigates the attribution of the manuscript to its purported author,
evaluates the authenticity and distribution of existing copies, and analyzes
the limited scholarly engagement with the text—focusing particularly on
Minorsky’s editorial and translational approach. It also compares the
manuscript versions he consulted and examines the intellectual and cultural
motivations behind his interest in this work. Al-Marwaz1i’s synthesis of
natural and human knowledge reflects an early scientific vision that
anticipates later developments in both anthropology and environmental
thought.

Keywords: Sharaf al-Zaman al-Marwazi, Taba’i* al-Hayawan, Vladimir
Minorosky, Scientific Manuscript, Textual Criticism.
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