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The Attention Given by the Maliki School in the Maghreb to Juridical
Cases (Nawazil): The Lower Maghreb as a Model
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Abstract:

The present study offers a concise overview of the early efforts made by the
jurists of the Maghrebi Maliki school in Ifrigiya (Tunisia) to preserve, collect, and
record figh rulings on emerging issues (nawazil) during the third century AH. It
does so by mentioning the earliest books and writings that dealt with such legal
cases and their corresponding responses. Although some of these works did not
gain widespread fame or survive to our time, they remain of great significance, for
they preserved the earliest examples of Maliki juristic rulings in the Ifrigiyan

region—most notably, the nawazil of the eminent jurist and judge Sahniin ibn
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Sa‘id. These efforts ultimately culminated, by the grace and bounty of God, in the
well-known and authoritative works of the Maliki school, foremost among which
are two books: al-Nawdadir wa al-Ziyadat by Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani, and al-
Bayan wa al-Tahsil by the jurist Abii al-Walid Ibn Rushd al-Andalusi.

Keywords: Fatwas; Nawazil; Maghrebi Malikt School; Sahniin ibn Sa‘id; Lower
Maghreb; Lower Maghreb.
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