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Oran between establishment and reconstruction to the cultural metropolis
through writings of travelers and geographers
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Abstract:
This study talks about the historical city of Oran, which was founded in 290
AH / 902 AD, during the Middle Ages, and which is an important city
within the Mediterranean cities. It was a hub for commercial exchange
between the two shores of the Mediterranean, and it also turned into an
important cultural metropolis within the Middle Maghreb cities. Its
political, economic and scientific importance continued to increase from
one period to another, and throughout history Oran was the focus of interest
for kings, sultans and political forces that destroyed the Islamic Maghreb
for strategic and economic considerations. Due to its importance, travelers
and geographers visited it, admired it and wrote a lot about it. With its

architecture, its inhabitants and its surroundings, it was also a destination
for people of knowledge and culture, and was visited by scholars, jurists
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and Sufis. Thus, this city turned into a center of scientific and intellectual
radiation in the Middle Maghreb.

Keywords: Oran; Mersa el-Kebir; Andalusians; travelers; geographers;
central Maghreb.
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