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Employing French Archives in Algerian Cinema
The Documentary Film (O combien je vous aime) by Ezzeddine Meddour is an example.
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Abstract:

This study attempts to address the mechanisms of employing French film archive material in
Algerian cinema, through the experience of the documentary film "Years of Love" (O combien je
vous aime) (1985), by the late Algerian director Azzedine Meddour (1947-2000). The article also
addresses the concept of documentary film, its types, and the French film archive in Algeria.

This study aims to delve deeper into the tools and elements of documentary film in narrating
history, and to harness the various documentary materials to shape the features of a solid cinematic
work. Based on a film analysis approach, the study also attempts to review how director Azzedine
Meddour, through the technique of composition and other narrative elements, was able to present a
visual approach that exposes the contradiction between the official French discourse and the dark
reality of the French occupation, its settlement policy in Algeria, and its heinous crimes against
humanity, culture, and civilization.

Keywords: Documentary film, French archives, years of love, Algerian history, French
colonialism.
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