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Abstract:

This study examines the representation of history in cinema through a visual reading
emphasizing the role of the cinematic image in reconstructing historical events. It addresses the
research question: How does cinema employ visual imagery to represent history, and what visual
strategies does the Algerian film Ahmed Bey use?

The study is significant for focusing on the visual dimension as a key approach to
understanding historical cinema, rather than limiting itself to documentary accuracy. It shows how
visual elements shape viewers’ perception of historical events.

Using a descriptive analytical method, the study analyses visual components and their
meanings based on a case study of Ahmed Bey. Selected scenes were examined through direct
observation without strict adherence to narrative sequence. Its contribution lies in using Ahmed Bey
to reveal the role of visual imagery in producing historical meaning within Algerian cinema,
highlighting the distinctiveness of visual treatment compared to studies focused on documentary
aspects.

The study finds that:

-Cinema reshapes history visually rather than conveying it literally, and that cinematic images :
serve as the primary medium for understanding historical events.

- Ahmed Bey film employs intensive visual strategies to go beyond historical representation,
glorifying the main character and imparting an epic quality.

- In Ahmed Bey film, Character construction is achieved visually as much as narratively,
privileging visual treatment and contemporary cinematic effects over detailed narrative, producing a
modern cinematic experience that preserves epic sense beyond traditional frameworks.

Thus, analysing visual imagery in Ahmed Bey provides a fundamental approach to
understanding the relationship between cinema and history.

Keywords: Cinema; history; visual image; Ahmed Bey film; Algeria.
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