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Representations of the “ego” and the “Other” in Diaspora Cinema
"The Indigeénes"A Case Study of Rachid Bouchareb’s film
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Abstract:

In this article, we address the duality of the Self and the Other, which has constituted a major
concern for diaspora filmmakers who grew up in a European society whose values, customs, and
culture differ from those of their motherland. This situation prompted them to express this concern
through their cinematic works. Diaspora cinema—established by immigrant filmmakers in Europe
and later developed by a generation of filmmakers descended from immigrants—has been closely
linked to issues of identity and belonging, which have been explored in numerous films.

Among these works is the film The Indigénes by director Rachid Bouchareb, considered one of the
most significant films to tackle the dialectic of the Self and the Other. This leads us to raise the
central question of how the Self—and Other are represented in the film.
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we review the concepts of the Self and the Other from both linguistic perspectives and through the
views of researchers and philosophers. We also examine the concept of diaspora cinema and the
reasons for its emergence. Finally, we analyze Days of Glory through a selection of scenes that
illustrate the manifestations of the Self and the Other.
The study concludes that, the Self appears attached to its identity while the Other is portrayed as
unaccepting and exploitative, looking down upon them
Keywords: ego; other; diasporat cinema ; rachid bouchareb .;the indigene film.
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