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The Production of Hegemony and Symbolic Violence in Colonial Documentary Cinema:

An Analytical Study of the film “La Bleuite, I'Autre Guerre d'Algérie”
According to the Approach of Van Dijk and Pierre Bourdieu
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Abstract:

The study aims to analyze the French documentary film "La Bleuite, I'Autre Guerre
d'Algeérie”, which examines Operation "La Bleuite"—a French intelligence scheme during the
Algerian Revolution designed to sow distrust and divisions within the ranks of the National
Liberation Army. The research employs two theoretical frameworks: Critical Discourse Analysis

(CDA) as developed by van Dijk to examine mechanisms of linguistic and narrative domination,
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and Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of symbolic violence to understand how symbolic tools are used to
reinforce the colonial narrative. The analysis reveals that the film reproduces French hegemony by
employing visual and auditory cues to frame the conflict as primarily an internal Algerian struggle
rather than a confrontation between an oppressed people and a colonial army. It reinforces a
dominant, emotionally charged French narrative, thereby reproducing colonial representations.
Furthermore, the film deploys narrative techniques and linguistic biases to reshape collective
memory in a way that bolsters the French narrative while undermining the legitimacy of the
Algerian liberation struggle. The study concludes that the documentary is not a neutral historical
account but rather an instrument of symbolic violence that rejustifies colonialism by distorting the
collective memory of the revolution. By emphasizing internal divisions, the film obscures the role
of French repression, serving as a discursive strategy to perpetuate colonial discourse.

Keywords: Documentary cinema; symbolic violence; CDA; van Dijk ;Pierre Bourdieu.
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