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Abstract:

This study examines the aesthetic and cultural dimensions of the image within the
Algerian artistic landscape, focusing on plastic arts and cinema as two primary axes of analysis, both
of which are grounded in the system of visual culture.

The study begins with a conceptual grounding of the image and its artistic sources as a
tool that has driven a radical transformation in contemporary visual discourse. It traces its
manifestations within both the fine arts and cinematic spaces in Algeria. Specifically, focusing on
deconstructing Algerian plastic discourse and the mechanisms of its formation. Employing a
deductive approach, the study provides an applied artistic reading of the works of the plastic artist
Arezki Larbi. In parallel, the study approaches the trajectory of cinematic discourse as an art form
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that merges industry and aesthetic impact, translating this proposition theoretically and operationally
through a meticulous analysis of the film El Manara. These investigations are structurally supported
by the implementation of semiotic analysis. Furthermore, the study explores the dialectical
relationship between the artwork and the public, tracking the mechanisms through which Algerian
society receives both plastic and cinematic images.

The study concludes that the Algerian viewers perception and aesthetic response are
inextricably linked to their cultural and social backgrounds. Rather than engaging in passive
consumption, the audience exercises a conscious, critical agency when receiving and interpreting the
visual image.

Keywords: Plastic Image; Cinematic Image; Visual Discourse; Reception.
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