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Abstract:

This study addresses the issue of the visual representation of smell in cinema through a semiotic
analysis of the film Parasite, highlighting its importance in revealing the mechanisms by which smell
is transformed from an invisible sensory experience into a sign within cinematic discourse. The study
employed an analytical semiotic methodology through the analysis of selected scenes, and the results
showed that smell is evoked through the interaction between visual composition and physical
gestures, with camera and lighting elements playing a fundamental role in intensifying sensory
perception, it also demonstrated that smell performs a central narrative function that contributes to
building dramatic tension and guiding the course of events within an integrated semiotic structure.
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