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Psychological Time in Algerian Cinema: Concepts, Contexts, and Manifestations - Analysis
and Comparison of Selected Films
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Abstract : This study addresses the concept of psychological time and its manifestations in
Algerian cinema, with a particular focus on films that dealt with the Black Decade period and its
profound psychological consequences on the individual and society. The study aims to explore how
Algerian directors used cinematic tools, especially the manipulation of narrative time, to express
psychological trauma. Here, in this research, we discuss the problematic of understanding the
different dimensions of addressing psychological time within a specific Algerian context,
highlighting the similarities and differences in the artistic and cinematic visions of these works.
This study concluded that the concept of psychological time serves as a rich entry point for
understanding an important aspect of the manifestations of Algerian cinema that addressed the
Black Decade period and its consequences. The analyzed films ("Abou Leila", "The Repentant",
"Morituri", "Before the Days"), despite their different styles and approaches, share in highlighting
how trauma, violence, and painful memory distort the characters' subjective perception of time,
make the past intensely present in the fabric of the present, and cast shadows over the future.
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