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The documentary film as a tool for understanding memory and history: A semiological study
of the film "Tantura™
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Abstract:

This study aimed to reveal how the documentary film "Tantura” presents the Palestinian
Nakba. We conducted a semiological analysis of the film "Tantura,”" which explores the massacre
committed against the residents of the Arab village of Tantura in 1948. The director follows the
story, starting with the narration of researcher "Teddy Katz" and relying on testimonies from those
who witnessed the massacre. Through this study, we concluded that the documentary film
"Tantura™ depicted the historical context of the Tantura massacre by presenting two contradictory
narratives: the first sees what happened as a massacre within a systematic policy to displace
Palestinians, while the second denies the massacre or tries to justify it as collateral damage of the
war. It is noteworthy that the film's director sided with the first narrative through many iconic signs.

Keywords: documentary film; Tantura; Palestine; new historians; semiological analysis.
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