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Abstract:

Cinema is considered one of the most important means of mass communication and entertainment,
contributing to shaping the public's views and perceptions of different peoples and cultures.
Historically, Hollywood has been at the forefront of developing cinema into a powerful industry,
producing some of the most important and biggest cinematic works. However, it has also cemented
its position as one of the most important purveyors of negative imagery, often stereotyping races or
peoples into ready-made molds. These negative policies have significantly influenced the portrayal
of Arabs and Muslims as backward and malevolent peoples. The records of American cinema are
filled with numerous films that have depicted Arabs and Muslims as negative and deviant characters
extensively and systematically, prompting us to ask: What are the most important and dangerous
images created by Hollywood about Arabs and Muslims? Who is responsible for creating them? And
what is the validity of the relationship between Hollywood's portrayal and reality?

We have reviewed the most important of these films based on their importance, popularity, and their
strong impact on the audience, while highlighting the negative aspects promoted by American
cinema. We analyzed and described the dramatic techniques used to manipulate viewers' emotions
and garner their sympathy and support for the judgments presented in these works. The results
obtained were parallel to the chronological division adopted in our research, as it becomes apparent
that Hollywood has moved from mere superficial caricatured depictions of Arabs and Muslims to
more complex images and multifaceted characters that may combine elements of evil, charisma, and
intelligence.

Keywords: American cinema, Arabs and Muslims, image, Hollywood.
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