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Reception Dynamics between Literature and Cinema: A Case Study of the Novel "The Sad
Melancholic' and the Film *Kit Kat™"
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Abstract:

Study of the reception of artistic and literary works represents one of the most
enriching and substantial branches of criticism. Our article delves into this study through the
analysis of two rich works: the novel " The Heron " and the film "EL-Kit Kat." In both works, we
will observe manifestations of the disappointment of the recipient's expectations, as well as aspects
of disappointment that may create a certain aesthetic distance, relying on the theoretical foundations
of Reception Theory established by the Germans: Jauss and Iser. Simultaneously, we will discuss
issues such as the differences in receiving the novel versus the film, the stylistic characteristics of
narrative and cinematic styles, and the impact of the film adaptation on the novel, whether
negatively or positively.

Our approach in this research assures that the cinematic adaptation is not obliged to be
a literal copy of the novel, but rather, the cinematic work has its own tools. If the film crew exploits
these tools effectively, it can unleash creative potentials that the novel might not have achieved
alone. Similarly, a good novel entices cinematic adaptation and supports it to the same extent.

Keywords: Reception; literature; Cinema; The Heron ; EL-Kit Kat.
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