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The Semantic dimensions of Architecture in Algerian cinema
A semiotic reading of the historical film The Battle of Algiers
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Abstract:

In this paper,we address tthe semantic and symbolic dimensions, and the implications of
architecture in Algerian cinema, through a chemical reading of the historical film Battle of Algeria,
where we tried to demonstrate the aesthetic and functional dimensions of architecture in Algerian
cinema and its symbolic and semiotic connotations, from the study of the interaction of visual and
linguistic patterns, and the monitoring and analysis of the implications of architecture employed in a
sample of the historical film Battle of Algeria.

The study concluded that architecture is a film theatre that conveys cinematic scenes with
embedded symbols and meanings. Architecture is an art that goes beyond one dimension,
encompassing multiple dimensions with social, cultural and value connotations, and architectural
design is sometimes the main ground of the film idea. Architecture in the Algerian historical film is

not only a rigid architectural design, it is a cultural and civilizational heritage with value, social,
aesthetic and ecological connotations that reflect society's culture and social cohesion. The use of
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historical architecture in cinema is a strategic option in promoting cultural heritage, publicizing its
potentials and marketing its image, thereby contributing to cultural and tourism sustainability.

Keywords: Semantic dimensions; Symbolic dimensions; Architecture; Algerian cinema; film Battle
of Algiers.
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