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The Dilemma of the Arab: The State in Opposition to
Change

Abstract:

In the context of accelerating change across the Arab world and
the unexpected retreat of the Arab Spring into a series of setbacks and
reactionary movement, this paper seeks to determine which political and
societal factors have made this situation possible. Is the state military
and bureaucratic apparatus responsible for the recent turn of eventes?
Or is it the lack of an agent of change? This paper concludes that the
reason for the stalling of the Arab Spring has to do with the deep state
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apparatus and the state’s antagonism towards its own people. It argues
that the Arab state and its apparatus are primarily reponsible for all of
the deep crises faced by the Arab people. This requires a re-evaluation of
the strength of the role which the Arab nation-state plays in combating
and resisting change, particulary during and after the Arab spring.

Keywords: the state in opposition to change; Dilemma; Arab
spring; state; change.
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See: Asef Bayat, Street Politics: Poor People’s Movements in Iran, (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1997).
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