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Abstract:

Diplomatic representation, in all its forms, serves as a means of
communication and protection of the mutual interests of states, by
conveying the positions and opinions of countries through their various
diplomatic missions. To enable these missions to perform their duties
effectively, the receiving state must provide privileges and immunities,
both in terms of personnel—by protecting mission members from any
harm—and in terms of property—by safeguarding mission premises—
pursuant to the provisions of the 1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations. However, these privileges and immunities may sometimes pose
challenges to the sovereignty and national security of the receiving state.

This study aims to highlight the key immunities enjoyed by
diplomatic mission premises and the limitations imposed on them. It
employs an analytical approach through the examination of relevant
international legal texts, as well as an applied approach by examining
cases affecting the inviolability of diplomatic premises. The study seeks
to derive conclusions from the practical implementation of international
legal norms concerning the immunities of mission premises. Among the
recommendations, it emphasizes that diplomatic missions should not
abuse humanitarian considerations or claims of necessity to refuse the
surrender of individuals evading justice who seek refuge within
diplomatic premises.

Keywords: Immunities and privileges;  Diplomatic  missions;
International conventions; Diplomatic mission premises.
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