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Future studies: a conceptual approach
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Abstract:

Political phenomena, especially social ones in general, are not confined to
their past nor hostage only to their present; they are also intertwined with their future.
These phenomena are characterized by continuous spatiotemporal changes. While a
researcher may comprehend them in their nature today, they could undergo
transformations in the foreseeable future, rendering the previously established
understanding obsolete. Hence, the importance of future studies in political science,
sociology, and the humanities becomes evident. Contemporary future studies
emerged systematically after World War 1l, particularly within American
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institutions, including those known as think tanks, such as the Rank Corporation.
These entities began looking towards the future by employing scientific tools and
techniques in what is known as the marketing of ideas and decision-making.

Keywords: Future studies, Prospectivity, Planification, Methods, Technics.
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Devereux Georges, « Considération Psycanalytiques sur la Divination Particuliéremant chez
les Grecs », in A. Caquot et M. Leibovici (sous la dire. De), la Divilation, (Paris : P.U.F.
Tome 2, 1968) , p.463.
5 Malaska Pentti, « inventing futures », in:
http://www.europrospective.gov/www.wFsF.org/docs/MALASKA . .pdf. p 4. Consulté le 13
mars 2007.
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19 llya Prigogine, « The philosophy of instability». Futures. Volume 21, Issue 4, August

1989, Pages 396-400
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20 Richard Buckminster Fuller Quly 12, 1895— July 1, 1983) was an

American architect, systems theorist, author, designer, inventor, and futurist. He styled his
name as R. Buckminster Fuller in his writings, publishing more than 30 books and coining
or popularizing such terms as "Spaceship Earth", "Dymaxion" (e.g., Dymaxion
house, Dymaxion car, Dymaxion map), "ephemeralization”, "synergetics", and "tensegrity".
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26 Kees Van Der Heijden, Scenario, Stategies and the Strategy Process, Netherlands: Centre

for Organisational and Change. In www.Heijden@nijenrode.nl. P.33.
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Formation Ouverte, (Montpellier : Centre d’études et de Recherche sur I’Information et la
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