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Implications of Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Systems on the Internal Audit
Function and the Internal Auditors Role
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Abstract : This study aims to review and analyze previous studies conducted between 2008 and 2025,
and developing a theoretical framework that illustrates the implications of applying ERP systems on the
internal audit function, the role of internal auditors, and to propose solutions to overcome the negative
impacts on this function. The study concluded that, first: the environment of ERP systems has expanded
the role of internal auditors, enabling them to act as internal consultants involved in system
implementation. Second: it has enhanced the ability of internal auditors to detect fraud and irregularities,
and accelerating audit activities execution and reporting. Third: it has contributed to the transition of the
traditional internal audit function to continuous auditing and fourth : the most significant negative
impacts of ERP systems on the internal audit function include the high cost of implementation,
complexity, and the lack of specialized skills, which may threaten legitimacy of internal audit function
and internal auditor’s role., we suggest training internal auditors on ERP systems, developing their
technical and analytical skills, and improving the IT infrastructure.

Keywords : ERP systems, internal audit function and internal auditors.
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