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Abstract: Historical writings with an Arab and Islamic orientation at the time of French
colonialism were considered a full-fledged crime that deserved a repressive
punishment to the fact that historian would be tried and given the worst penalty while
his writings would be confiscated, especially after the issuance of the Education
System Law in 1904 AD, which included the exclusion of Arab and Islamic history
and local history, and the denial of the recognition of Algerian geographical and
human identity. Moreover, the French administration went further to stop granting
licenses to teach Arabic at institutes and schools through excluding the study of
history. Accordingly, historical writings with an Arab and Islamic orientation shrank,
and what was secretly written was not published in Algeria. It was until the mid-
twentieth century that a group of Algerian writers, belonging to the reform movement,
took it upon themselves to resurrect the national history and publish it. Among them,
one may cite the sheikhs of the Association of Algerian Muslim Scholars, such as
Mubarak Al-Mili, and Abu Ya’la al-Zawawi and Ahmad Tawfiq al-Madani, whose
writings were guiding lights for students at the time and aids to spreading awareness
and reviving the identity of the Islamic community.
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