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Abstract: The emirate system that emerged in Mauritania from the
mid-17th century to the end of the 19th century represents one of
the most significant political experiences in the country prior to
French colonial rule. This system played a substantial role in
managing regional affairs and mitigating the effects of the political
vacuum that followed the fall of the Almoravid stat.

The system developed as a result of the Hassaniya migrations that
entered Mauritania at various points in time. These incoming tribes
dismantled the pre-existing political structures and established
emirates that came to dominate large parts of the Mauritanian
territory. These emirates maintained control until the arrival of the
French, who progressively dismantled them one after another

The sovereign functions of the Hassaniya emirates were reflected
in several key practices, including defending their territorial
domains,imposing taxes on their subjects, appointing judges, and
resolving disputes—features that affirm the political relevance of
the emirate system and its role in maintaining a degree of order
during a period of fragmentation

Keywords: Emirate System  Mauritania _ Political Vacuum _
Hassaniya Emirates
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