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Abstract:

There is little doubt that the relationship between literature and
Arab cinema has been the subject of considerable debate over the
past two decades. Despite this, the contours of this relationship
remain insufficiently defined, perhaps due to the absence of
specialized and original studies capable of examining it in light of
the artistic, aesthetic, political, and economic transformations
currently  shaping global cinematic  production.  These
transformations influence the nature of this relationship both
positively and negatively, while also opening new horizons that
move beyond the various forms of traditional interaction that had
taken shape since the emergence of the idea of visual modernity in
the 1970s.

It is also evident that, with the passage of time, the fragility and
fragmentation of this relationship have become increasingly
pronounced. Contemporary Arab cinema has not succeeded in
intensifying its engagement with the vast corpus of narrative texts
published within and beyond the Arab region. This situation partly
explains the striking scarcity of adaptations of literary texts into
cinematic works—adaptations in which the image could create a
different horizon capable of captivating the viewer and encouraging
them to return to the original literary text, thereby generating a form
of visual counterpoint between the act of reading and reflection on
the one hand, and cinematic viewing and its aesthetic appeal on the
other.

The present research paper, entitled « Aesthetic Features of the
Relationship between Image and Text in Arab Cinema and Its
Relation to Literature » and presented within the first thematic axis,
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« The Relationship between Literature and Cinema » seeks to
illuminate the contours of this relationship. It also examines the
limitations of Arab cinematic production and its difficulty in
imaginatively reworking literary texts and in constructing
alternative aesthetic configurations at the level of the cinematic
image. Indeed, literature teaches us the meaning of creative
exploration in reshaping reality and transforming it into narrative
material that, within the cinematic image, becomes a process
inseparable from the life of the text itself.

Keywords: features; aesthetic relationship; image; text; Arab
cinema; relationship with literature.
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