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Abstract:

The The Dhofar Governorate, located in the Sultanate of
Oman, is renowned for its stunning natural landscapes and rich
natural diversity, making it one of the most promising ecotourism
destinations in the Arabian Gulf region. Despite these unique
environmental resources, ecotourism in Dhofar has not received
sufficient promotion. This research aims to explore the untapped
potential of ecotourism in the governorate by identifying natural
landmarks and raising awareness of the importance of
environmental conservation. The study also seeks to present
sustainable tourism strategies that enable the optimal use of natural
resources without causing environmental damage. The study
highlights key natural landmarks, such as towering mountains,
freshwater springs, and beaches along the Arabian Sea. The
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research relies on a structured theoretical framework to evaluate the
current tourism landscape and identify the main challenges facing
ecotourism development. This is achieved by utilizing a geographic
information systems (GIS) environment to represent these
landmarks in the form of thematic maps. The study adopts a
descriptive and analytical approach, utilizing field observations,
thematic maps, and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to
collect spatial data for presentation and analysis. The results show
that Dhofar Governorate possesses tremendous ecotourism potential
that remains underutilized. The study emphasizes the need to
improve tourism marketing, develop infrastructure, attract
investments, and adopt best practices from global ecotourism
models to achieve sustainable growth.

Keywords: Dhofar Governorate, Ecotourism, Sustainable
tourism, Sustainable development, Environmental awareness.
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